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This year’s Guild outing was to the Kelpies

A letter from our John Smith our Locum
Dear Friends

It is proving a great pleasure to be Locum Minister in Upper
Tweeddale Parishes. I suspected it would, because last year
I was Locum in a very similar situation in East Lothian and
thoroughly enjoyed it. Up until that point in my working life I
had only worked in urban situations. And then, late on, the Town
Mouse had become a Country Mouse. If I had experienced the
pleasures of rural ministry at an earlier stage, my career would
have been different.

The full title of this ministry is LOCUM TENENS - so you might translate that as “a place
holder.” And that’s what I am. Only here for a few months to provide ministry support in
your church situation. What became obvious very early on was the strength and usefulness
of your Worship Workshop group - a bunch of people who are competent and ready to
provide worship leadership on a weekly basis within our group of congregations. Given the
structure of Upper Tweeddale Parishes, where four congregations hold services of worship
every Sunday, it would be impossible to continue without this. If the Worship Workshop did
not exist we would have to invent it - pretty quickly. They are so impressive by the seriousness
with which they approach their task. And they are greatly appreciated.Tweedsmuir, Stobo,
Broughton and Skirling may be very different entities, but they have similar visions, and
recognise a shared calling to introduce and reintroduce the Kingdom of God to this lovely
part of God’s world.

I have embraced two priorities for this ministry. One is pastoral contact, not just at points
of obvious pastoral need - in illness or in crisis - but also I have visited as many members as
possible in the admittedly limited time available, just to reinforce their sense of connection
with their church. I shall carry on doing that as long as I am here.

The second priority has been to refresh our relationships with Broughton Primary School.
I have been made very welcome there, and I look forward to carrying that forward after the
summer holidays end.

At the beginning of October, we are due to go to New Zealand for six weeks. (Plans made
long before the locumship was envisaged.) Our youngest daughter is expecting her first baby
around then. This has been a long vacancy, and it may be that there will be a new ministry
by the time we return. Should that still be pending, I have volunteered to come back and help
bridge any gap that occurs. Much depends, too, on whatever wider Presbytery plans emerge to
cope with the required changes in the Church of Scotland’s resource allocations.

But all that lies in the future. In the meantime, thank you Upper Tweedale for a thoroughly
warm welcome, and a shared part of our common pilgrim journey.
Every blessing, John
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A Presbytery Moderator from
Upper Tweeddale
To say I was astonished to be asked
to be Moderator of Melrose and
Peebles Presbytery for 2019-20 is
an understatement as I’m a relative
newcomer to Presbytery and its workings.
I’ve been around church committees for
many years serving mainly on the World
Mission Council and it was as a result of
this work that I was put onto Presbytery
to chair their World Mission group. I’m
honoured to have been asked to be the Moderator and have been
assured that the main task is to chair the meetings but my experience
of church appointments are that they always seem to grow into
something bigger!
There is something very exciting happening in our church at the
moment. Even a casual glance at what was happening this year in the
General Assembly would let you realise that change is the buzz word
that is going about. Change in the governance of the church, change
in Head Office, change in Presbytery and change in congregations.
Many will say it’s overdue, others are fearful of what the change might
bring but if the church is to be relevant in a changing world, it has
itself to adapt and willingly embrace change. Presbytery, which is the
body that looks after all the church of Scotland charges in Melrose
and Peebles is tasked with helping congregations in this process and
I am looking forward to being able to help in any way I can. We have
a great opportunity and the means to build on the foundations of
the past and create a church community that is robust enough to
weather the storms of modern living but vulnerable enough to listen
for God’s word and direction.
So watch this space to see what is happening in Upper Tweeddale and
beyond, there are lots of ideas in the melting pot. Some changes will
be welcomed, others maybe not, but we want to hear from you how
the church can serve the community better. Contact details are at the
end of this Kirk Matters and if you are free on Tuesday 3rd September
at 7pm, come along to Broughton Church to join Presbytery in a
service conducted by our Worship Workshop to celebrate the new
session of Presbytery.
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Drumelzier Glebe Field put to good use!

The sun shone
all day on 7th
July when over
250
people
enjoyed
the
garden at the
Old
Manse
D r u m e l z i e r.
T
h
e
herbaceous
border
was
full of colour
and the vegetables laid out in an intricate pattern. Many people
went down the path to walk along the burn and see some of the
interesting shrubs planted in the last twenty years. The plant stall was
very busy with all plants grown in the garden. The helpful tea team
were rushed off their feet in the Village Hall serving home baked teas
kindly donated.

£750 was raised for both Stobo and Drumelzier Church and the John
Buchan Story in Peebles. A big thank you to all who attended and
helped make the day such a success.
Julian Birchall

Scott Vehicle Repairs

Service • Repairs • MOT Testing • Tyres & Exhausts
Calor Gas, Coal & Car Wash
The Garage, Broughton

Telephone: 01899 830 240
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Ordained in 1962 and still going strong……
Our longest serving Elder John Burnett
Our
joint
sundae
Sunday
service
provided
an
opportunity not only
to eat a lot of icecream
but also to celebrate
John Burnett’s long
service as a church
Elder. John was first
ordained an Elder in
1962 in Trinity church
in Banff at the age of
just 27years. Whilst
attending
his
first
General
Assembly
an elderly minister
directed John to the
public gallery and was
horrified to discover
that such a young man
could actually be an
Elder of the Church.
In 1969 John with wife Nan and children Chris and Fiona moved
to Cardon and he was quickly inducted as an Elder in Broughton.
He also served as Sunday School teacher, Presbytery Elder, Treasurer
and then Worship leader until 2018. He still acts as Treasurer for the
joint Funds of the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale, and chases up the
adverts that help fund this magazine.
On Sunday 16th of June our churches paid tribute to John’s 57 years
of service as an Elder of the Church and he was presented with a long
service certificate signed by The Moderator, The Very Reverend Colin
Sinclair.
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www.dancinglightgallery.co.uk
www.quercusgardenplants.co.uk

Home to Whitmuir Restaurant, Organic Farm Shop,
Dancing Light Art Gallery, Daisy Frame Picture Framing,
Quercus Plant Nursery, Gladstone Bag Antiques, Fairy Walk and so
much more. Something for everyone. Open 7 days a week.
We look forward to welcoming you…

www.whitmuirtheorganicplace.co.uk
www.gladstonebag.shop

Autumn
Plant Sale

Sun 6 Oct, 10am – 3pm
Free entry

Buy interesting and unusual plants
for your garden

Organised by Friends of Dawyck
All funds raised support the Garden’s research and
conservation work

www.rbge.org.uk/dawyck

8 miles southwest of Peebles on the B712, Stobo, EH45 9JU
Tel 01721 760254
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Baptisms

Pastoral Update
We are delighted to welcome into the church family of Upper
Tweeddale:
In Stobo Kirk
August 11th 2019
Rose Charlotte
Daughter of Molly and James Caddick
In Broughton Kirk
August 18th 2019
Calla Margaret Rose
Daughter of Lianne Rooney and Alan Rose
In Broughton Kirk
August 25th 2019
Connie Ann Thornborrow
Daughter of Helen and Craig Thornborrow

Fully Insured
E: info@patdecor.co.uk

Wallpaper Hanging

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Spray Painting

T: 07709323125
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Funerals

Funeral in Skirling Kirk on Friday 31st May
Esther Carrick – Age 79 years
Long term resident of Skirling Village
Latterly of The Bield Biggar
Died 23rd May 2019

Funeral at Borders Crematorium on 15th July 2019
Stephen Charles Marr. - Age 66 years
Latterly of Broughton
Died 5th July 2019

Funeral at Borders Crematorium on 21st June 2019
Ian Brown. - Age 80 years
Previously of Thornbank Broughton and Session Clerk of Broughton
Kirk
Latterly of Earlston
Died 9th June 2019

Funeral in Tweedsmuir Kirk on 2nd August 2019
Digby Welch - Age 84 years
Died Tuesday 23rd July 2019
A full Kirk at Tweedsmuir joined in a true family service
to celebrate Digby’s love of family, wine, cricket and
gardening and his service as Session Clerk
of Tweedsmuir Kirk.
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We are already thinking about the Christmas edition and our annual
competition to produce a colourful seasonal cover for Kirk Matters and a
separate illustration for the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale Christmas card.
Entries can be handed to any of those listed on the inside back cover.

Calling all Young Artists

10am to 12noon
Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning and Bring &
Buy
Ninth Acre Broughton. All Welcome

Friday 25th October

Harvest Thanksgiving Service –Stobo Kirk at 11am
Rev Nancy Norman will be conducting a
Harvest Thanksgiving and Pet Service
All are very welcome and why not bring
your pet along too.

Sunday 13th October

supper in Drumelzier Village Hall. The talk, entitled The
Regal and The Remote, will begin at 7.00pm. Tickets
£12.50 (children under 13 £8.00) to include two course
supper and a glass of wine from birchall.oldmanse@gmail.
com Tel:.01899 830319; mob 07768 660670 or Ann Welsh
Tel: 07901 688062.
Proceeds in aid of Cancer Support Cars (run by Borders
Macmillan Centre and The British Red Cross) and
Drumelzier Village Hall. If you are unable to join us
donations would be most welcome.

What’s happening in Upper Tweeddale over the Autumn
Tuesday 3rd September
Presbytery of Melrose & Peebles At 7pm Communion
Service in Broughton Kirk led by the new Moderator of
Presbytery Dr Fiona Burnett. All Welcome

Thursday 5th September

Skirling Lunch Club
First Thursday of each Month in Skirling Village Hall
12 noon to 1pm - £2 for soup, sandwich, traybake and
coffee, also 3rd October, 7th November and Christmas Lunch
5th December. All Welcome

Saturday 14th September
Stobo Community Coffee Morning
also 12th October, 9th November
Coffee and Cake in Stobo Village Hall
10.30 am until 12.pm £1.50
All Funds Raised to the Peebleshire Food Bank

Wednesday 18th September

The Guild at 2.30pm in Broughton Village Hall
and 3rd Wednesday of each month.
See page ..... for speakers.
Friday 20th September at
6.30pm for 7pm.
India comes to Drumelzier.
David Binns will give an
Illustrated talk on his travels
in Northern India followed by
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Then God walked around,
And God looked around
On all that he had made.
He looked at his sun,
And he looked at his moon,
And he looked at his little stars;
He looked on his world
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The Creation from God's Trombones by James
Weldon Johnson illustrated by Gavin Mitchell.

And God stepped out on space,
Then he stopped and looked and saw
With all its living things,
And he looked around and said:
That the earth was hot and barren.
And God said: I’m lonely still.
I’m lonely -So God stepped over to the edge of the world
I’ll make me a world.
And he spat out the seven seas -Then God sat down -He batted his eyes, and the lightnings flashed -On the side of a hill where he could think;
And far as the eye of God could see
He clapped his hands, and the thunders rolled -By a deep, wide river he sat down;
Darkness covered everything,
And the waters above the earth came down,
With his head in his hands,
Blacker than a hundred midnights
The cooling waters came down.
God thought and thought,
Down in a cypress swamp.
Then the green grass sprouted,
Till he thought: I’ll make me a man!
And the little red flowers blossomed,
Then God smiled,
Up from the bed of the river
And the light broke,
The pine tree pointed his finger to the sky,
God scooped the clay;
And the darkness rolled up on one side,
And the oak spread out his arms,
And by the bank of the river
And the light stood shining on the other,
The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground, He kneeled him down;
And God said: That’s good!
And the rivers ran down to the sea;
And there the great God Almighty
And God smiled again,
Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky,
Then God reached out and took the light in his hands, And the rainbow appeared,
Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the
And God rolled the light around in his hands
And curled itself around his shoulder.
night,
Until he made the sun;
Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand;
And he set that sun a-blazing in the heavens.
Then God raised his arm and he waved his hand
This Great God,
And the light that was left from making the sun
Over the sea and over the land,
Like a mammy bending over her baby,
God gathered it up in a shining ball
And he said: Bring forth! Bring forth!
Kneeled down in the dust
And flung it against the darkness,
And quicker than God could drop his hand,
Toiling over a lump of clay
Spangling the night with the moon and stars.
Fishes and fowls
Till he shaped it in his own image;
Then down between
And beasts and birds
The darkness and the light
Swam the rivers and the seas,
Then into it he blew the breath of life,
He hurled the world;
Roamed the forests and the woods,
And man became a living soul.
And God said: That’s good!
And split the air with their wings.
Amen. Amen.
And God said: That’s good!
Then God himself stepped down -And the sun was on his right hand,
And the moon was on his left;
The stars were clustered about his head,
And the earth was under his feet.
And God walked, and where he trod
His footsteps hollowed the valleys out
And bulged the mountains up.
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Christian Aid Week
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Fund-Raising Events

Sundae Sunday at Tweedsmuir

Car Boot Sale on Skirling Green (Sunny for once)
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Report from The Guild
The Guild outing this year was to the Kelpies near Falkirk. It was a
pretty cold and damp May afternoon but our intrepid explorers were
not deterred. Mind you we did have the help of a few borrowed
wheelchairs to get some of the party up to and inside one of the
horses. We were treated to am amusing and informative talk about
how and why they were built on the site.
The Kelpies are even more impressive close up or inside than from
a distance on the motorway. It wasn’t really a day to stay out in the
cold for long so back to the visitors centre for a warming cup of
something and some delicious homebaking. Then back into the car
for the drive back to Penicuik (how do people cope with traffic on the
bypass every day?) for a meal before heading home.
Our new Guild session starts on Wednesday 18th September at
2:30pm in Broughton
Village Hall. Our
speaker on the day
is Lois Hindley who
will be talking about
“Days for Girls” which
is helping to supply
reusable
sanitary
packs for girls in
Malawi to enable
them
to
attend
school. As usual the
meeting will include
Patagonia - the topic in October
time for a cuppa and a
blether. Other speakers for the rest of the year include Isobel Hunter,
Rev John Smith and a Carols and mince pie evening in December.
We’re very informal and we’d love to welcome you to our group. The
Guild is there for anyone in the community of any age so why not
come and see what we are about. If you’d like more information or
a lift to the meeting, call Pat Middlemas (830366) or Fiona Burnett
(830408).
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A Guild of Three Grandmothers

The 100 year anniversary of the end of the First World
War found all of us remembering those who had given
their lives. I was also remembering my grandmother
whose name I inherited but never had the good fortune
to meet.

Janet Ann Roan was born in 1887 in the parish of
Dunscore in Dumfriesshire.
Her Woman’s Guild
membership card shows that she joined in 1899, only twelve years
after its inception. In 1904 she married my grandfather Andrew
Hunter and they set up home in a shepherd’s cottage in the wilds of
Eskdalemuir where she gave birth to seven children. Tragically Janet
died in the Spanish ‘flu epidemic of 1918 aged just forty years.

Following Janet’s death, my mother Margaret, at the age of fourteen,
took on the task of bringing up this large family, the youngest being
only fifteen months old at the time. It wasn’t until 1929 that Margaret
left the family home when she married my father. I was born in 1933
and given my grandmother’s name. A long time member of the
Guild, my mother was active until her death at the age of ninety-four.

I am now eighty-six, a grandmother to seven and great grandmother
to a further seven and am a proud member of The Upper Tweeddale
Guild Along with others, I recently received the Long Service Certificate.

Three grandmothers over three generations have demonstrated
their dedication and commitment to the Woman’s Guild, (now The
Guild) for one hundred and twenty years, something of which I am
extremely proud. Janet Hunter
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A Midwife in Malawi
For the past few years, congregations
throughout our Presbytery have been
supporting Geoffrey Matias through his
training to be a midwife in Zomba, Malawi.
Geoffrey graduated last year and some of you
will have met him as he was part of the group
of young people from Malawi and Lebanon
who visited us last year. As Geoffrey’s home
village is Namadidi, which is partnered with
Upper Tweeddale. Geoffrey took part in a
joint service in Skirling in August.
Despite hospitals being desperately short of midwives, the government
in Malawi does not have the means to employ all graduates and a
year later Geoffrey has still not been offered a permanent post; nor is
likely to do so until next year at the earliest. In September last year,
Presbytery agreed to fund Geoffrey for a year and the World Mission
group found him a placement at one of the local district hospitals. By
all accounts Geoffrey has been doing a brilliant job, is well thought
of and heavily used, on average assisting in the delivery of about 30
babies per shift. Normally there is a maximum of 3 midwives per shift
so you can imagine how busy they are!
Funding from Presbytery runs out in September and so the World
Mission group are looking for a different way to fund Geoffrey until
he finds a permanent job. If we stop Geoffrey’s funding, he will have
to return to the village and await the government finding money to
employ him and his classmates. Meanwhile the hospital he is working
at once more becomes even more short staffed and loses Geoffrey’s
capable assistance. We really want to help Geoffrey and by extension
a large number of expectant mothers in the Zomba area.
Presbytery has given the World Mission group permission to appeal
to individuals and congregations who would like to contribute to
funding Geoffrey for the next 12-18 months. We are looking for £150
per month to support Geoffrey.. If you would like to help, either with
a regular or a one off donation, please contact Fiona ( Tel 830408 or
fiona@glenholm.co.uk) for details on how you can help Geoffrey.
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Peeblesshire Youth Trust

Peeblesshire Youth Trust (PYT) supports 10-14 year olds across
Tweeddale to build their confidence and self-esteem and to improve
emotional wellbeing. Our vision is to nurture, support, engage
and encourage these young people to feel valued and reach their
aspirations.

We work with children from every primary school in Tweeddale,
including Broughton Primary; as such we are always keen to recruit
volunteer mentors from Upper Tweeddale, so that we can make a
difference to the lives of more young people in this area. By engaging
more volunteers in this area, we could make a difference to the lives
of more local children.

If you can spare a couple of hours’ a month and would like to find
out just how rewarding it can be to mentor a young person, to see
them achieve their potential, please contact Sarah Keen at PYT, email
‘info@peeblesshireyouthtrust.org’ or telephone 07957 383663.

Electric Showers
House Rewires
Portable Appliance Testing

All Works Guaranteed

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road
Biggar ML126EQ

We would be delighted to meet you for a coffee to tell you more
about the work of the Youth Trust, our mentors and our volunteering
opportunities.

Proprietor: N Curatolo

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial Installations
Security Lighting & Alarms

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier

Tel: 01899 220160 Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160 Email: nacelectrics@aol.com Website: www.nacelectrics.com

19

A Lebanon Visit
At the end of April a group of seven of us set off for NESSL (National
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon) Tripoli Church in northern
Lebanon. Neil and I were joining a group from Earlston church who
were exploring further links with Tripoli. I was there as the Presbytery
representative and Neil as cameraman and wheelchair pusher. We
stayed in a guesthouse run by the neighbouring NESSL church in
Miniara which was only 15 miles away from Tripoli, but most days
took over one hour to get to due to the chaotic roads. Don’t ever be
tempted to drive in Lebanon, I’m not sure you’d ever get out of the
hire car driveway!

security in a school environment? Syria and all its conflict is never far
from view in Tripoli and we were encouraged to think about linking in
some way with churches in Syria as a practical way of supporting the
Christian community who remain in that country.

We found the Lebanese people kind and extremely hospitable.
Despite warnings that it might be unsafe, we never felt anything
more than friendship and welcome. Yes there are tensions between
the various religious groups and there are still reminders around of
their civil war in the 1970’s but you will struggle to find a warmer and
more genuine welcome in another country
Fiona Burnett

handimandave@yahoo.com

Most of our time was spent with
the minister and some of the
elders from Tripoli, visiting the
various church institutions in the
area, meeting with the elders and
congregation in Tripoli, some
sightseeing and sitting down to
the most amazing meals where
the starter dishes never seemed
to end! Hospitality was high on
the priority of our Lebanese hosts
and we could not have been
better looked after by them.
One institution we visited was
the old School premises in the
centre of Tripoli, part of which
was being used as a refugee
school for Syrian children. Most
of the teachers are members of Tripoli church and the children were
amazing, considering all they have encountered during their short
lives. We were dismayed to hear that funding for the school (which
comes from NESSL head office and their partner churches) was due
to end and the school faced closure. International politics means it
is more and more difficult to fund Syrian refugee programmes but
how do you explain that to a young child who has found peace and
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01899 830317/ 07531109530

Available for most home maintenance and DIY jobs,
small construction projects and hedge trimming

Your Local Handyman

DAVID CAMPBELL
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Update from Tweedsmuir
Come to kirk to learn
about horticulture? A
strange headline but I
wanted to share some
of the "learning" from
the last few months.
Tulips will grow and
bend, M&S flowers
last
(other brands
are available) some
flower ladies have
access to beautiful
garden flowers and
flowers set in oasis
drink loads of water.
Tweedsmuir
kirk
doesn't have a water
supply so pity the
flower ladies water carriers tackling the hill laden with various water
containers. Through the worship workshop we learnt that Fig trees
are very difficult to look after and might never bear the sought after
fruit.
Don't work so hard that you don't have time to sit back and appreciate
the work. Thoughts were given to our farmers who are at the mercy
of unpredictable weather, trying to gauge when to bring in sheep or
when to harvest - or move it from the fields.
I decided to move the rowan tree growing next to the sign on top of
the dyke to a space inside the kirk yard gate - it's definitely taken a
setback and it gets a much needed prayer on the way past.
A full Tweedsmuir kirk appreciated the beautiful flowers at Digby's
funeral - a lovely tribute for a man so passionate about his garden.
Christine Parker
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Locum:

Email: midmarjohn@gmail.com

PARISHES OF UPPER TWEEDDALE
Rev John R. Smith
Tel: 07710530193

Secretary to the General Kirk Session

Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274
Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer of the funds held jointly:

Mr. John Burnett, Glenholm Cottage, Broughton, ML126JF
Tel:01899 830303
Email: john@glenholm.co.uk

Interim Moderator:

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho

Rev Calum Macdougall, The Manse, 7 Clement Gunn Square, Peebles EH45 8LW
Tel: 01721 720568
Email: MMacdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk:

Mrs Pat Middlemas, Ninth Acre Broughton, ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830366

Treasurer:

Skirling

Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830489 Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Session Clerk:

Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274
Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer:

Stobo and Drumelzier

Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830489 Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Session Clerk:

Mrs Jane Gillham, 8 Gallow Hill, Peebles EH45 9BG
Tel:01721 720910
Email: Jane_gillham@hotmail.com

Treasurer:

Tweedsmuir

Mr. Andrew Campbell,Glebe House, Stobo Peebles EH458NU
Tel:01721 760252
Email: fandac@btinternet.com

Treasurer & Contact:

Mrs Marion Wood, Kingledores, Tweedsmuir, ML12 6QL
Tel:01899 880273
Email: kingledores@btconnect.com
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Half Day and
Evening Visits

From £45
per person

Perfect for those who are short of time!
Choose from:
• An Evening Escape, from 5.30pm to 9.30pm, including unlimited use of the spa
facilities and entry into the Japanese Water Gardens. Refreshments are available
to purchase from the Coffee Shop and Cocktail Lounge.
From £45pp
• A “Morning Chill-Out”, from 9.30am until 1.30pm, including unlimited use of
the spa facilities, optional fitness and aqua classes, guided country walks and a
delicious three course lunch.
From £65pp
• A “Lazy Afternoon”, from 2.00pm until 6.00pm, including unlimited use of the
spa facilities, optional fitness and aqua classes, guided country walks and a light
afternoon tea.
From £65pp

Weekend supplement applies
Stobo Castle Health Spa, Stobo, Peeblesshire, EH45 8NY
Tel: 01721 725300 reservations@stobocastle.co.uk
www.stobocastle.co.uk

