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Welcome to the Easter issue of  Kirk Matters.  

Who would have believed that a year after we first went into 
lockdown our lives would still be so restricted?  The last twelve 
months have stretched our resilience to the limit and it is possible 
that, unless official data suggests that there is a significant 
reduction in the rate of  infection, we shall be unable to be in our 
churches for the second Easter Day in succession.  

How very sad it will be if  we are not to be able to be together as 
families, friends and neighbours to celebrate the season of  the year that lies at the heart of  our 
faith.  The health and wellbeing of  our communities is the concern of  us all however, and you 
can be assured that our committed and talented Worship Workshop will lead us in our Easter 
praise and thanksgiving online if  not in our church buildings.

There is both sadness and joy to be expressed in Kirk Matters at this time.  After over forty years 
of  the fruitful and happy Linking of  the Parishes of  Upper Tweeddale, our number has now 
been reduced from four to three congregations. 

As we say a very fond farewell to Stobo and Drumelzier, we give thanks for the rich blessings 
and fulfilling experiences we have shared together.  Ours must have been one of  the most 
successful linking arrangements over the years: The degree of  cooperation we have enjoyed has 
been wonderful, yet each congregation and parish has retained its distinct identity and ethos. 

All our friends at Stobo and Drumelzier go with our prayers and warm wishes as a new and 
exciting chapter in a long history starts to unfold in a different Linking, with Eddleston and 
Peebles Old Parish Churches.  That said, our friendships and relationships remain firm and we 
look forward to working together in whatever ways we are able in the future.

The end of  one story is balanced with the start of  another one.  If  everything goes to plan 
the remaining congregations of  Upper Tweeddale will enter a new Linking with the Carlops, 
Kirkurd and Newlands, and West Linton: St Andrew’s from late in March.

Change can make us apprehensive and for that reason we can be reluctant to embrace it but, in 
the course of  the discussions our office bearers have been having with those of  our new partners, 
there has been a great spirit of  optimism and hope as we have moved forward.  We have all 
shared the view that for Upper Tweeddale in its extended Linking, good times lie ahead.

We look forward to getting to know the folk of  those other congregations and parishes and 
we are confident that, as we move forward in faith to continue to serve Jesus Christ in our 
communities, we will know much blessing.

With warmest good wishes for a blessèd and happy Easter.

Calum Macdougall.      

CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the Church of Scotland is to be a
Church which seeks to inspire the people of
Scotland and beyond with the good news of

Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping,
witnessing, nurturing and serving communities

UPPER TWEEDDALE WEBSITE
www.uppertweeddale.org.uk    Charity No. SC0014617

@parishesofuppertweeddale

SUNDAY SERVICES
At present all of our churches are closed in line 

with current Government regulations.
We are hopeful that a change in restrictions may 

make it possible to hold an in person service 
on Easter Sunday.   This may be outdoors in 
Glenholm churchyard allowing for more of us 
to be present and/or indoors with restricted 
numbers in Skirling Kirk.  Stobo will also have 

plans.  
Given the present level of uncertainty, please 

keep an eye out for future notices.
An online service will continue to be posted 

every week on the website and on Facebook. 

Photos from: Skirling Village Neil Robinson, John Hart and Peter Worthington

From our Interim Moderator

I am delighted to welcome you to the Christmas 2020 
issue of Kirk Matters. 

To say that much has happened since our last issue seems like a ridiculous 
statement of the obvious.  All those months ago we were hearing of a dangerous 
virus that was sweeping through parts of China but little did we think that, 
three-and-a-half months into this year, life in almost every country across the 
earth would be changed beyond recognition. 

Every one of us will have stories to tell and memories to share of how 2020 has 
been for us.  For many among us lockdown presented a variety of problems and 
complications.  For those living alone, enforced isolation and consequent 
loneliness made day-to-day living especially difficult.  As the weeks and months 
passed, from the early days back in March and early April when panic buying 
brought shortages of a number of ordinary household items, followed by travel 
restrictions, the closure of many businesses and a large proportion of those in 
employment working from home, we hardly imagined that, come the autumn, 
we would be facing the prospect that upheaval in our lives would be set to 
continue for a while yet. 

Despite everything, however, our communities in Upper Tweeddale have 
demonstrated the most marvellous resilience.  Countless initiatives have taken 
off providing neighbourly support to those who have been most vulnerable 
during the last seven or eight months.  Yes, we have missed sharing in many 
regular activities and traditional events in our communities but through the 
wonders of social media, emails, telephone calls and letters, contact has been 
maintained and the lives of our communities has been sustained. 

In the churches we have been so well served by the members of the talented 
Worship Workshop and our highly skilled technical expert, Neil, who together 
have provided online worship throughout.  Those services have been accessed 
through the website and Facebook page by considerably more folk than 
regularly attended the churches pre-Covid.  In the past couple of months both 
Skirling and Stobo Kirks have reopened for worship and though face coverings 
have to be worn and no singing is allowed, people have been so pleased to be 
back in church.  

Christmas is certainly not cancelled and in this issue you will find details of our 
plans for Christmas services and celebrations as we rejoice in the coming of 
Christ into the world.  

With warmest greetings and good wishes, 
Calum Macdougall.   

Support Skirling and Broughton 
Church of Scotland 

 

We have registered Skirling and Broughton Parishes to receive commissions from 
Amazon Smile - anyone buying from smile.amazon.co.uk and choosing the Skirling 
or Broughton Church charity will cause Amazon to make a donation to us - every 
penny helps! 
Remember to shop at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases at no cost to you!  
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As of the time of writing we are unable to meet and worship in our 
churches in Holy Week, we nevertheless plan to provide a service for 
each evening of Holy Week from Monday 29th March to Good Friday 
on the 2nd of April.  

Our services for 2021 will focus on John’s Gospel, chapters 13 to17. 
These are known as the “Farewell Discourses”.  Jesus’ betrayal and 
arrest are imminent and in these chapters he gives his disciples his 
final teachings. They include some beautiful images of how we are 
inextricably connected through Christ to the love of God “I am the 
vine; you are the branches.” He also tries to reassure his disciples that 
what will happen, although terrible, will bring forth something quite 
new – comparing it to the pain of childbirth, bringing forth the joy 
of new life. He promises that whatever happens they will not be left 
abandoned, for the Holy Spirit will continue to teach them.

We don’t usually look at these passages during Holy Week, tending to 
focus on the chain of events leading up to the crucifixion as described 
in the other three gospels. Hopefully you may find it helpful instead 
to listen to Jesus’ last words to his disciples, perhaps hearing them 
as spoken to you – right here, right now. As we read through these 
passages each day the readings will be interspersed with hymns 
that reflect on the Biblical passage and may serve to deepen your 
understanding of it. 

Linda Hill

A Virtual Holy Week Pilgrimage

Reforestation in Zomba

Pastoral Update
Funerals
The restrictions surrounding funerals over this past year have been 
particularly difficult to bear.   We offer deepest sympathy to the 
families of those who have died recently, assuring them of our prayers.

Service at Mortonhall Crematorium
18th January 2021
Ellen Short aged 96years
Of Skirling
Died 31st December 2020

Interment at Peebles Cemetery
14th January 2021
Frank Ireland aged 85years
Of Springwell Brae, Broughton,
Died 5th January 2021

Interment at Broughton Cemetery
8th February 2021
Jennifer Anne Kennedy (nee Lambie) aged 71years
Of Station Road, Biggar
(late Mitchelhill Farm Kilbucho)
Died 28th January 2021  

J. B. HAMILTON & SON
Butcher • Polterer

17 High Street, Biggar. Telephone: 220013

Award Winning Steak Pies & Haggis

Specialists in Steak Pies, Mince, Pies & Sausage Rolls. 
All own baking

Home-made Sausages & Burgers
Finest Quality Beef, Lamb & Pork

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
Spray Painting Wallpaper Hanging Fully Insured
 T: 07709323125 E: info@patdecor.co.uk
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to be sought from Scottish Borders Council. Risk assessments for 
each venue had to be approved; a budget drawn up and funding 
sought. The idea grew from ‘how can we celebrate Christmas in a 
COVID secure way’ to 3 drive-in events in 3 locations on consecutive 
evenings leading up to Christmas.   All to be organised with what 
seemed to be weekly moving of goal posts on the COVID front and 
the uncertainty that comes with organising an outside event in the 
middle of winter. Were we mad?

But it all came together in the end. The various Officers in the Council 
were incredibly helpful and accommodating, Skirling and Tweedsmuir 
Community Councils supported us with grants from the SSE wind 
farm fund. Skirling also gave us funds via the Glenkerie wind farm. 
Melrose and Peebles Presbytery 
gave us a grant as did the 
Parishes of Upper Tweeddale so 
we didn’t have to charge for the 
event. The grants allowed us to 
bring in professional sound and 
lighting equipment, a generator 
for the Skirling and Broughton 
locations and the hiring of 
gazebos to keep the performers 
and equipment dry. Everyone and everything else was kindly donated 
or borrowed. We had hoped to have more performers on the night 
but COVID restrictions put paid to that. Everyone had to keep their 
2m distance at all times and no equipment could be shared.

As we got closer to the events, COVID restrictions tightened and 
at one point it looked like we might have to cancel, but it was the 
weather that was the most worrying factor. The week before was wet 
and windy, which would have caused us to cancel. The week after 
brought snowstorms which would have meant few could have got to 
the venues.  As it was we were incredibly lucky as each evening was 
dry and not too windy although the performers and stewards braving 
the fierce cold might not agree.  And so, with only a few inevitable 
minor glitches Christmas could be celebrated in an unusual but 
hopefully memorable way in Upper Tweeddale.

In the bleak mid-winter
Hopefully some of you were able to enjoy the drive-in Christmas 
concerts in Skirling, Broughton and Tweedsmuir last December.   
They were very jolly if very cold events and gave us a chance to belt 
out some Christmas Carols and Christmas songs and of course to 
see Santa. What you would not have been aware of was the amount 
of red tape involved in just getting agreement to hold them and 
in accessing the finance to pay for them, before you even get to 
organising an outdoor concert in three different venues in the depths 
of winter in the middle of a pandemic!

As early as August we could see that the normal Christmas celebrations 
were in danger and we wanted to make sure there was something 
happening to celebrate Christmas 2020.  A small committee was 
formed, possibilities discussed, the idea of a drive-in event emerged, 
a plan put forward to the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale Kirk Session 
and planning started in earnest. 

We wanted it to be a community event so contacted the three 
local  community councils for support. Permissions and licenses had 

It wasn’t only the snowman who was frosty!

Despite hands numb with cold Anne played and 
sang wonderfully each evening
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Domestic, Commercial &
 Industrial Installations

Security Lighting & Alarms

Electric Showers
House Rewires

Portable Appliance Testing

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road 
Biggar ML126EQ

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier

Tel: 01899 220160  Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160   Email: nacelectrics@aol.com   Website: www.nacelectrics.com

Proprietor: N Curatolo All Works Guaranteed

There are too many people to thank to name them all. The officers 
and committees in Borders Council who gave support and guidance, 
Skirling and Tweedsmuir Community Councils for organising grants, 
Parishes of Upper Tweeddale and the Presbytery for their grants. 
Landowners for allowing the use of their land for each event, 
volunteers who gave their time to make sure everything went smoothly 
on the night, my fellow committee members who spent long hours 
finding solutions to expected and unexpected problems. And last 
but not least, the performers who braved the cold to entertain us and 
allowed us to sing our favourite carols together in this most unusual 
of years. Here’s hoping and praying that Christmas 2021 will be a 
more ‘normal’ year.

Fiona Burnett

Farewell from Stobo
For half a century the 4 parishes of Broughton, Kilbucho and 
Glenholm, Skirling, Stobo and Drumelzier and Tweedsmuir have 
happily co-existed as the longest named linking in the Church of 
Scotland.   Introducing the title of The Parishes of Upper Tweeddale 
was only one of the innovations that made such a large and diverse 
charge manageable by a single Minister.

When the Rev Ian Rennie became Minister in 1980 he had an Assistant 

Minister; looking ahead he could see this would not last and made it 
his goal to future proof the parishes by training up 10 elders to take 
church services.   This Worship Workshop continues today and so 
each parish has a service of worship each Sunday. He also developed 
the General Kirk Session - regular meetings between all of the Elders 
which became responsible for the bulk of church business and for 
spiritual matters.

Both were novel and far-sighted arrangements which created a spirit 
of unity in the parishes. Both were looked at with some suspicion by 
the Church of Scotland in the early years but have more recently been 
recognised as a vital ingredient in keeping rural churches going.  

For over 20 years the parishes have followed a Holy Week pilgrimage, 
with members from all 4 churches travelling to a different church 
each evening. A Communion Service is held in the North Transept of 
Stobo Kirk on Maundy Thursday, with the Communion Table a large 
stone said to have been moved there from Altarstone shortly after 
the death of Merlin.

It is sad for all our members and elders to see such a successful linking 
come to an end. Stobo has hosted a number of well supported events, 
including Flower Festivals and an Exhibition of Wedding Dresses as 
well as concerts by Nomad’s Beat and others.  Friendships have been 
built up and the parishes have worked harmoniously together.

However, when working through the changes needed in our 
Presbytery to cope with the reduction in the number of Ministers, 
it became clear that the Peebleshire area would lose one post.   
After much redrawing of boundaries and adding and subtracting of 
population numbers the new ordering of charges was agreed.  Stobo 
and Drumelzier are now in a linking with Eddleston and Peebles Old 
Parish. Broughton, Skirling and Tweedsmuir expect to be officially 
linked with Carlops, Newlands and Kirkurd and St Andrew’s West 
Linton in late March. 

A new era for us all when the future proofing by Rev Ian Rennie will 
continue to serve us well. This, with the newly discovered ability to 
hold virtual meetings and on-line services allowing us to overcome 
geographical separation (especially in winter!), makes us optimistic 
for our future.   Our 4 parishes will all be members of the larger 
Peebleshire cluster of churches working more closely together in 
future: so not so much farewell as till next time we meet.

Julian Birchall
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Advent Windows
In our Christmas edition we wrote about our plans to turn Skirling Village 
into a roadside advent calendar with windows coming alive up and down 
the village from the 1st of December to Christmas Eve.    Hopefully at 
some point during the month you drove through the village and saw our 
plans come to fruition.   Windows dotted down both sides of the road and 
from top to bottom of the village lit up on cue, with no two the same.

Lots of creativity and hard work, coloured paper and fairy lights went into 
the 24 windows. There were Shepherds and Kings, musical notes and birds, 
Santas and Christmas Trees and lots of stars.  The idea was to bring a bit of 
light to the darkness, literally during the long hours of winter darkness, and 
metaphorically to make us smile even as the news around Covid worsened 
again and the hope of enjoying a big family Christmas was dashed.

We hope those passing through the village enjoyed the spectacle.   It was 
fun to do.  Will we do it next year?    What do you think? 
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An amazing and sustainable trans-Atlantic 
crossing

On 12th December 2020, Sarah Hunt from Skirling set off from the 
Island of La Gomera with a team of four women called ‘The Bristol 
Gulls’, to compete in a trans-Atlantic rowing race of what promised 

to be the adventure of a lifetime. With a campaign focussed on 
sustainability and charity fundraising, the team were the first ever to 
compete in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge in an ‘eco’ boat, 
made partly from recycled plastic. Rowing the 28ft long ‘Vaquita’ in a 
2 hour on, 2 hour off 24/7 shift pattern proved to be a huge physical 
and mental challenge, but the teams’ extensive preparation paid off 
and they arrived in the Caribbean island of Antigua 46 days later 
having experienced the most incredible sunrises, moonsets, whale 
visits, team motivational songs, many flying fish, Christmas, and 
Sarah’s birthday. Sarah would like to thank everyone for their amazing 
support!  

Find out more www.thebristolgulls.com 

An	amazing	and	sustainable	trans-Atlan2c	crossing	

On	12th	December	2020,	Sarah	Hunt	from	Skirling	set	off	from	the	Island	of	La	Gomera	with	a	team	of	
four	women	called	‘The	Bristol	Gulls’,	to	compete	in	a	trans-Atlan2c	rowing	race	of	what	promised	to	
be	the	adventure	of	a	life2me.	With	a	campaign	focussed	on	sustainability	and	charity	fundraising,	
the	team	were	the	first	ever	to	compete	in	the	Talisker	Whisky	Atlan2c	Challenge	in	an	‘eco’	boat,	
made	partly	from	recycled	plas2c.	Rowing	the	28R	long	‘Vaquita’	in	a	2	hour	on,	2	hour	off	24/7	shiR	
paXern	proved	to	be	a	huge	physical	and	mental	challenge,	but	the	teams’	extensive	prepara2on	
paid	off	and	they	arrived	in	the	Caribbean	island	of	An2gua	46	days	later	having	experienced	the	
most	incredible	sunrises,	moonsets,	whale	visits,	team	mo2va2onal	songs,	many	flying	fish,	
Christmas,	and	Sarah’s	birthday.	Sarah	would	like	to	thank	everyone	for	their	amazing	support!			

Find	out	more	www.thebristolgulls.com		

	

Give thanks for your vaccine and support 
Christian Aid

Tucked into your magazine you will have found a gift envelope for 
Christian Aid. Upper Tweeddale has a very good track record in 
supporting Christian Aid each year, mainly  through the annual car-
boot sale in Skirling in May. Sadly this did not happen last year and 
is unlikely to happen this year either.  With the roll out of the COVID 
vaccine moving on apace, I know I am not the only one who wants to 
give thanks for this miracle of modern medicine.    Christian Aid has 
come up with a clever idea to combine giving thanks for the vaccine 
with giving help to vulnerable communities across the world.  
As more of our family, friends, and neighbours receive their COVID 
vaccinations, we rejoice and are glad that our loved ones are 
protected. We give thanks for all the NHS staff and key workers who 
continue to save lives across the UK. However, for the poorest and 
most vulnerable communities across the world, there is little hope of 
a vaccine rollout in the immediate future. These people already face 
a lack of water, food, and healthcare. Some are homeless. Some are 
living with underlying health issues such as HIV. 
Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping keep people safe 
from coronavirus with practical support – but with your gift of thanks 
Christian Aid can do more. Christian Aid are working with like-minded 
groups to advocate on the importance of ensuring that vaccines 
are made available to vulnerable people in poor countries and not 
monopolised by the global North. And when vaccination campaigns 
begin, Christian Aid will support them by:
• equipping local health services with data on hard-to-reach 
communities 
• mobilising communities to come forward for vaccinations
• working with faith and community leaders to share positive 
messages about vaccines.
If you would like to continue to support Christian Aid in their work to 
help the world’s poorest, please place a donation into the enclosed 
envelope.   There is a collection box in Broughton Village Store and 
in the porch in Skirling Village Hall or you can hand your envelope in 
to any of the people listed on the inside back cover of this magazine. 
If you prefer you can donate through Christian Aid’s website at 
Christian-aid.org.uk where you can also see all the projects they are 
involved in.
Give thanks for your jab by helping others to live a better life. 
Upper Tweeddale Christian Aid Committee
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Some Thoughts and Prayers for Lebanon
When I was a child Beirut was one of those places that kept popping 
up in the news bulletins for all the wrong reasons. Beirut and hijacked 
aircraft became interlinked in my mind. 
Amman, the capital of Jordan had a similar 
reputation.

In the 1980s the horrors of the Lebanese 
Civil War, which began in 1975, brought 
Lebanon to the news bulletins once again. I 
remember in 1984 the words of the Human 
League song: “who will have won when the 
soldiers have gone from the Lebanon?”. 
Well by 1990 when the Civil War came to 
an end, 120,000 people had died, at least 
76,000 people had been displaced within 
Lebanon and almost a million Lebanese had 
left the country for good. 

The political solution to the divisions 
between the various religious groups has 
been to sub-divide the government into 
representatives of the 18 recognised religious groups (Christian, Shia 
and Sunni Muslims etc…). People tend to see themselves as of a faith 
first and Lebanese second and there is a lack of trust in the political 
leadership of the country which is perceived as corrupt.

In 2019 I was privileged to be able to visit Tripoli in northern Lebanon 
joining a group of elders from Earlston Church who were exploring 
a possible link with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Tripoli. 
The Presbytery of Melrose and Peebles was also exploring ways in 
which we could develop a relationship with churches in the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon. (Rev. Rola Sleiman, minister 
of the church in Tripoli, has visited our Presbytery and was part of our 
service to celebrate 50 years of women in Ministry held in Drumelzier 
in May 2018.) 

What struck our group most about Lebanon was the kindness and 
generosity of the people we met. The visit gave us all an insight into 
the potential that Lebanon has through its people, yet it also opened 
our eyes to the tensions within the country, and the fact that the 

distrust between religious groups presents a barrier to solving some 
of Lebanon’s biggest problems.

On 4th August 2020, 2,750 tonnes of ammonium nitrate exploded in 
a warehouse in Beirut’s port area sending a massive fireball and cloud 
into the sky and triggering a shockwave that damaged windows 
in buildings two and a half kilometres away. The port area was 
devastated. At least 220 people were killed. More than 5000 injured 
- a staggering 300,000 people were left homeless. The explosion was 
heard 200 miles away in Cyprus. 

For a dramatic view of Beirut after the explosion it is well worth going 
onto YouTube and searching for the video From the ashes Beirut will 
rise again made by film maker Jhony Azeir.

Immediately after the explosion the people of Beirut came together 
to help those affected. Large groups of young volunteers led the 
clean up and repair operation. The aftermath of the explosion has 
highlighted the spirit of the Lebanese people, but also the paralysis 
of the Government. Even after promises of political change, any 
attempts to implement that change have failed so far. 

Our locum Minister, Rev Pamela 
Strachan is in regular contact 
with Rev. Dr. Rima Nasrallah 
of the Near East School of 
Theology (where Pamela 
studied for three months in 
2018). The following words are 
from an e-mail received from 
Rima on 5th October:
 
“Our Churches are still in 
ruins and many institutions are 
dysfunctional. Since Sunday 
some villages and towns are 
under strict Covid lockdown 
and this is paralyzing us even 
further.” 

So what can we offer? We are 
appealing for funds for Christian A huge cloud from the explosion at the Port.

Rev Dr Rima Nasrallah
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Aid in this magazine and they do a great deal of work in Lebanon 
through their local partners: Basmeh & Zeitooneh and Mouvement 
Social.

And of course we can pray. On the 23rd August 2020 we published 
an online service dedicated to Lebanon. You can still view it by going 
to uppertweeddale.org.uk and clicking on Weekly Services. In this 
service Marina Altounian from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
of Tripoli, who was part of a group of young people who visited our 
presbytery in August 2018, contributed the following prayer. It seems 
a fitting way to end this article:

God of refuge, hear our prayer as we hold the 
     people of Beirut in our hearts at this time.
Give strength to those who are working
     to rebuild shattered lives.
Bring comfort to those who mourn,
     and healing to those who are injured.
Lord, I ask that you come and bless all
     the people of Lebanon.
Put your peace in our hearts.
Teach us to love one another and have
     tolerance for different opinions.
In the name of Jesus Christ.   AMEN

Neil Robinson

N.B. As we write there is news of a vast oil spill off the coast of Lebanon. The 
management of Tyre Coast Nature Reserve, one of the country’s last remaining 
sandy beaches and an important nesting site for endangered loggerhead and green 
sea turtles, said the spill could endanger marine life and biodiversity in the area.

DAVID CAMPBELL
Your Local Handyman

Available for most home maintenance and DIY jobs, small 
construction projects, hedge trimming, servicing of petrol 
strimmers and lawn mowers and 'hire of a man with a van' 

01899 830317/ 07531109530 

Scott Vehicle Repairs
Service • Repairs • MOT Testing • Tyres & Exhausts

Calor Gas, Coal & Car Wash
The Garage, Broughton

Telephone: 01899 830 240

If you go down to the woods today…..
You are in for a big surprise if you haven’t visited 
Broughtonknowe woodland for a while. You 
will know that Broughtonknowe woodland is 
a fabulous place to walk and that the owner, 
Christopher Lambton, has a philosophy to keep 
it as natural as possible - and as accessible as 
possible to the general public.  But you may 
not know of the existence of the Friends of 
Broughtonknowe. FoB is a start up group to give 
the visiting dog walkers, photographers, wildlife 
enthusiasts a forum and an opportunity to influence the woodland 
management to optimise their enjoyment. 

We thought our readers might be interested in an update from the 
Friends as to what is going on in our woods.

Essential forestry work in 2020 opened up the middle of the 
woodland with a new track (super-highway!). At the same time two 
ponds were upgraded as they were becoming choked with aquatic 
plants (eutrophication). In addition a small third pond was created 
to temporarily accommodate displaced wildlife. These procedures 
created a perfect time to build on Christopher's dream.

An unlikely, convenient coincidence was the first Covid lockdown on 
the 23rd March 2020. Broughtonknowe became a daily escape walking 
there with my wife, Pam and our dog Bruno. Being a retired biologist 
it was natural to make a record of our observations throughout the 
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Your community-owned shop is your first stop for
groceries, fruit, vegetables, wine, gifts and local produce

BROUGHTON VILLAGE STORE 
Normal Hours of business

Monday-Saturday 7am – 6pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon

01899 830465
http://broughtonvillagestore.co.uk/

spring. This 'data' will now form a good baseline against which to 
judge the results on wildlife of our attempted improvements. 

Our initiatives to date include: 

* Mapping the various habitats. 

* Sowing appropriate wildflower 
mixes on the disturbed ground 
along the new track margins and at 
the ponds. 

* Setting up and maintaining bird 
feeders.

* Nest box construction and 
installation. 

Once out of lockdown it is hoped to form a working group of 
volunteers to maintain and if necessary upgrade the paths. And other 
initiatives are in planning - watch this space! 

For further information, a map, wildlife report and photo gallery plus 
regular 'what to look out for' notification - join us on Facebook.

John Hart

Friends of Broughtonknowe
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Skirling
Session Clerk:
Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274  Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Stobo and Drumelzier
Session Clerk:
Mrs Jane Gillham, 8 Gallow Hill, Peebles EH45 9BG
Tel:01721 720910 Email:  Jane_gillham@hotmail.com

Treasurer:
Mr. Andrew Campbell,Glebe House, Stobo Peebles EH458NU
Tel:01721 760252  Email: fandac@btinternet.com

Tweedsmuir
Treasurer and Contact:
Mrs Marion Wood, Bamflatt, Kilbucho, Biggar, ML12 6JH  
Tel:01899 220173 Email: kingledores@btconnect.com



Stobo Castle Health Spa, Stobo, Peeblesshire EH45 8NY 
Tel: 01721 725300   reservations@stobocastle.co.uk 

www.stobocastle.co.uk

Looking forward 
to reopening on
1st July 2021


