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Since moving back to Upper Tweeddale 
people often ask, “How are you enjoying 
life back in Upper Tweeddale?” My answer 
is always the same, “It feels like coming 
home.” After a brief hiatus Yvonne and I 
have returned to spend our life in a place and 
amongst a people that we love very much. It 
really is good be ‘back home’ again! 

I cannot say for sure, but I suspect that Jesus 
had similar feelings when he found himself 
back amongst his friends on that first Easter Sunday morning, when he came back 
from death to life. Which reminds me, in case you have forgotten Easter will soon 
be upon us. This year Easter Sunday is on April 17th. You remember Easter, it is 
that season in the Church calendar when Christians gather with a renewed sense of 
confidence. We gather knowing that there is a light in the darkness and that no matter 
how brooding the darkness becomes it cannot put that light out.

Whether it is the four seasons of the year or the seven seasons of the Church’s 
liturgical year, each season is a lens through which we see and experience life. Each 
season offers a unique perspective on life, highlights certain events, and emphasizes 
certain activities. Easter season is a time when the Church celebrates with a profound 
sense of hope as we look forward to new beginnings and a sense of new possibilities. 
In a world where so much of human life has recently been overshadowed by the 
experience of a global pandemic and is presently living under a dread-filled cloud of 
global conflict we all need to be reminded that “the Light [still] shines in the darkness 
and the darkness cannot overcome it.” [John 1:5] 

The poet Malcolm Guite, expressed it this way

I bring my thirsty soul back to the brink 
Of that deep well, the fount of life and light
From which the poor and rich alike must drink
I will make His name my praise and my delight
For He has lifted me out of the mire
And raised me from the dust, set me aright. 

Why not make it a point to join us as we gather to celebrate this Easter season and 
make some space in your life for the light to shine in your heart.

If you can’t make our Easter celebration but you want to have a conversation about 
God or indeed anything that is on your mind. I will be at the Laurel Bank Café in 
Broughton every Tuesday @ 10:30-11:30 from the 26th of March onwards. Please feel 
free to drop in and join me for a catch-up coffee. I give you my solemn promise that 
all conversations will be in the strictest confidence.

Peace, Tony

CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the Church of Scotland is to be a
Church which seeks to inspire the people of
Scotland and beyond with the good news of

Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping,
witnessing, nurturing and serving communities

UPPER TWEEDDALE WEBSITE
www.uppertweeddale.org.uk    Charity No. SC0014617

@parishesofuppertweeddale

SUNDAY SERVICES
Occasionally we hold joint service for instance 
for a breakfast church, advance notice will be 

given at church services and on the website and 
Facebook. 

In Broughton Church at 11am
In Tweedsmuir Church at 9.30am

In Skirling Church at 11.30am

Each Sunday a service is posted to the Upper 
Tweeddale Website and to the Parishes of Upper 

Tweeddale Facebook page

Photo credits vigil photos Helen Barrington, others Mike & AnnieThompson, 
Christine Parker, Duncan Davidson, Robert Hunter

Home is where the heart is

Support Skirling and Broughton 
Church of Scotland 

We have registered Skirling and Broughton Parishes to receive commissions from 
Amazon Smile - anyone buying from smile.amazon.co.uk and choosing the Skirling 
or Broughton Church charity will cause Amazon to make a donation to us - every 
penny helps! 
Remember to shop at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases at no cost to you!  

www.stewardship.org.uk
For the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale
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Just as it began to get dark on Sunday February 27th over 100 people 
came together in Raemartin Square West Linton with lit candles 
to show their support for the Ukrainian people under attack from 
Russian military forces.

The vigil was organised by the Church of Scotland and the Episcopal 
Church in West Tweeddale and by members of the Community.   With 
very short notice it was heart-warming to see the number of people 
of all ages coming together to express their support for the people 
of Ukraine.   Reverend Nick Bowry and Reverend Tony Foley invited 
those gathered to pray for Ukraine and to join together to sing the 
hymn “Make me a channel of your peace” based on a prayer of St 
Frances of Assisi.

Ian Reid one of the community organisers spoke of the long history 
of the area responding to need when there has been war in Europe.  
He also acknowledged the different nationalities in the area, those 
with Russian as well as Ukrainian connections, pointing out at the vigil 
that all nationalities were welcome.  People from Russia should feel 
safe and not be blamed for Putin’s war.

The vigil finished with arrangements being made over the next 
two days for donations of food, medicines, toiletries, and blankets 
to be collected and transported to local Peebles business Cavalry 
transport.  The initial plan for two vanloads to help fill a lorry going 
to Poland was soon overtaken as so great was the response from 
all over Tweeddale to the appeal.   In addition to the original two 
vanloads, four additional vans were soon filled and headed off to 
Poland.  Additional assistance in covering the cost of transporting the 
donations came from many local businesses and individuals.

These donations will be much appreciated by those in Poland catering 
for so many people on the move, but above all the need is for cash 
donations to those charities working on the ground.  Donations to 
the major charities can be made through the Disaster Emergency 
Committee.(DEC) Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.   There is also the 
option of giving to the partner Churches of the Church of Scotland in 

Vigil for Ukraine Hungary and Ukraine, information about how to do this can be found 
on the church of Scotland website.

The Bishop of the Reformed Church in Transcarpathia,(another name 
for Western Ukraine) in a circular to the congregations, with love and 
respect, asked Pastors, Elders and Chief Elders to stay in their place, 
and remain where they are. "There is a need for the Gospel, for 
gathering praying communities, and for the ministry we owe to those 
left behind. Let us care for one another, remain humane, helpful and 
patient," he said. "Taking care of the elderly, those left behind, and 
the refugees arriving in the region in growing numbers, are the two 
main responsibilities of our Christian duty in these days."

Isobel Hunter

J. B. HAMILTON & SON
Butcher • Polterer

17 High Street, Biggar. Telephone: 220013

Award Winning Steak Pies & Haggis

Specialists in Steak Pies, Mince, Pies & Sausage Rolls. 
All own baking

Home-made Sausages & Burgers
Finest Quality Beef, Lamb & Pork

Your community-owned shop is your first stop for
groceries, fruit, vegetables, wine, gifts and local produce

BROUGHTON VILLAGE STORE 
Normal Hours of business

Monday-Saturday 7am – 6pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon

01899 830465
http://broughtonvillagestore.co.uk/
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Pastoral Update
Funeral
Anthony John Brown Hope of Tweedsmuir died on 30th November 
2021, there was a private family funeral

AJB Hope – Tony, in his own easy-going words was "found under 
a tea bush at the family tea plantation in India" - the start of a very 
interesting life...

Some of the comments circulating when his passing was shared 
amongst the local community - "lovely man", "Welcoming",  "Good 
Friend", " his work and enthusiasm on the history of Tweedsmuir 
leaves a wonderful legacy", "A pillar of Tweedsmuir", "quite a 
character",  "Welcoming" , "great conversationalist", " always had 
an appreciative remark after church service", " his knowledge of the 
local community was amazing", "enjoyed coming to church" " liked 
a cup of tea and  cake!"

Tony's early life included being boarded at school in 
Scotland and making radios at the age of 10.  He became a 
telecommunications engineer at 17, was posted to Chile and Zanzibar. 
He met Moira in Glasgow while home visiting family, they married and 
Tony and Moira's first two sons, David 
and Alisdair were born in Hong Kong 
where Tony was involved in Hong 
Kong's first Satellite Earth Station.  
Ian was born in Bermuda and further 
postings included London, Saudi, 
and Botswana.  Tony was proud 
to have installed some of the first 
fibre optic cables and pioneered 
solar powered call boxes for remote 
communities in Africa.

Since moving to Tweedsmuir, 
the family got involved in every 
community event. Tony was on the 
Community Council, he helped 
develop the Upper Tweed Hospital 
Drivers service, for which both The new Noticeboard at Tweedsmuir Kirk 

benefited greatly from Tony’s research.

Tony and Moira were drivers. He was treasurer of the Upper Tweed 
Community News and a member of the lunch club - fondly known 
as the ROMEO*s. Tony was instrumental in ensuring that the Kirk 
was open daily and he was very proud of the number of entries 
in the visitor book recording visits from people from all over the 
world.  When he was no longer fit to open the Kirk he organised 
other helpers. He organised volunteers to clean and maintain the 
historic Covenanters graves in the Kirkyard.  - 

Tony's personal research website ajbhope.net  now forms a key part of  
a new Eco museum of Tweedsmuir  http://www.tweedsmuirheritage.
org/heritage/  The Kirk has a little leaflet produced from Tony's 
website and the noticeboard outside the Kirk again used his research.

Our thoughts are with Tony’s family  - a great man who is missed by 
many but who leaves us with a wealth of appreciation for all of his 
dedication to the community.

*Retired Old Men Eating Out

Baptism
In Skirling Kirk on the 30th January 2022 there 
was a very happy occasion when the Rev Tony 
Foley baptised Campbell Rooney born 2nd 
October 2021, son of Lucy and Naomi Rooney, 
and his mother Lucy Rooney, all of Biggar

Birthday
It is well worth attending services 
in Tweedsmuir Kirk.  At Christmas 
Christine served up piping 
hot mince pies from her slow 
cooker, and in January cake and 
champagne were served.   It was 
Elder Anne Patricia’s 91st Birthday 
on Sunday 23rd  when her family 
joined in the celebrations in 
church.  It was a special day as they 
had missed out on celebrating 
her 90th in 2021 due to Covid.

Anne Pat 91st
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Mystic Stone
I lay outside in a field 
for 15,000 years placed 
there by a huge frozen 
hand. Then one day 
someone came along 
pointed at me and said 
that's a Glacial Erratic. I 
had never been called 
anything before so I 
wondered what a glacial 
erratic was. I waited for 
a few years until a smart 
lady with a badge on 
called Kath Committee 
told a group of people that I was called Mungo’s Rock.  Well, I had 
no idea who Mungo was so I decided to hang around until I could 
find out exactly who or what I was. After all I was not going anywhere. 
A few days later a lot of people came to stand around me and listen 
to a man in very fancy clothing say that I had other names, besides 
Mungo I was called Kentigern. 

Before I was given that name people known as pagans used to come 
two or three times a year and put flowers and messages on me and 
around me, dress me up and dance around me for a special festival. 
By then I was called Greywacke a Sacred Rock a special Rock not just 
an erratic Rock. That made me feel important. 

The man in the fancy clothes did not know how long pagans had 
been putting flowers on me but he thought it must have been for 
thousands of years. Then one day many miles away in a great stony 
city called Rome a man with a big hat on called a Holy Father said that 
pagan shrines might be taken over by people called Local Christians 
and dedicated to their God and given a Christian name like Peter.. 

That must have been what happened to my friend Cnoc Lugh who 
became Croagh Patrick.  So local Christians got together during the 
old Pagan festival called  Eostre and gave me a Christian name . 

At that time a clan chief was building a church and a town by an old 
volcano called Castle Rock. The clan’s name was Loth. So, the people 
decided that I would be called Mungo after a prince of the Lothian 

Gathering at St Mungo’s Stone at The Crook

family who had become a saint. 

When the church was built, it was dedicated to Saint Mungo and I 
became Saint Mungo’s Rock. Like all important ancient things I had 
to have another name so I was also known as Kentigern which was a 
link to my Welsh speaking ancestors from the Strathclyde side of the 
family.

For years I lay quietly outside the town church and opposite a row of 
cottages. The children from the cottages played games on and around 
me until the day Kath came on one of her visits and announced that 
the church was to become a cathedral. It seems that over the years 
the town had grown into a big city called Glasgow. 

As a big city Glasgow 
was ruled over by a 
prince of the church 
called a bishop. He 
needed a place to live 
and work. So near the 
cathedral a house and 
workshops were also 
built. Shops opened and 
soon builders arrived to 
turn the parish church 
into a great church. I 
enjoyed all this activity 
after spending most of 

my life lying on my back looking at the sky. After a while I got used to 
some faces and recognised regular visitors.

One of my regulars was Anne who was keen to bring the St Mungo 
story to all the people who visited the cathedral. She was told that the 
big stone outside the cottages would have to be moved and people 
were looking for a place to move it to. The Big Stone in question was 
me!! 

I now had someone dedicated to my removal, all expenses paid!!. 
The search was on for my new home. Anne was trying to find out 
about my origins and history. She discovered that there were many 
legends linking me to the life of St Mungo and the building of the 
cathedral. She was particularly interested in links to Merlin and King 
Arthur found in the works of Geoffrey of Monmouth and associated 
with the village of Drumelzier near a legendary Merlin burial site.

St Mungo’s Stone Unveiled
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Spot the stone in today’s construction site at The Crook 

Whilst exploring these stories 
she met up with Derek 
who worked for a charity 
encouraging tourists to visit 
churches. Mungo was Derek’s 
favourite saint and Derek was 
writing up Mungo’s story for 
the children who visited the 
cathedral in Glasgow . Anne 
was pleased to find another 
person interested in St Mungo 
so they arranged to meet at 
Drumelzier.

Drumelzier was not only famous for its links to Merlin but in nearby 
Tweedsmuir the The Crook Inn was said to be the oldest in Scotland. 
Just outside the Crook Inn was an open space and suddenly as Derek 
and Anne stood there looking at the wonderful countryside and the 
River Tweed it became obvious this was the ideal place for Mungo’s 
Rock. It could become a liminal sacred place. A place where legends 
touch the sky, the earth, ancient stones, water and the human spirit, 
creating a dynamic alchemy capable of transforming time and space. 
Transporting those who touch Mungo’s Rock to places beyond ----- 
and so it is that my present resting place is here  so stretch out your 
hand and  ask for a blessing in the name of Saint Mungo.

Derek Seber on behalf of St Mungo’s Rock

Domestic, Commercial &
 Industrial Installations

Security Lighting & Alarms

Electric Showers
House Rewires

Portable Appliance Testing

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road 
Biggar ML126EQ

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier

Tel: 01899 220160  Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160   Email: nacelectrics@aol.com   Website: www.nacelectrics.com

Proprietor: N Curatolo All Works Guaranteed

Engaging with Church in Upper Tweeddale
Church means different things to different people, maybe somewhere 
you attend on high days and holidays but not on a regular basis. But 
the church is not a building or even an institution that sometimes 
gives the impression of trying to enforce a moral code on a wayward 
society. We are neither. The church is a gathering of people who 
have a belief in something bigger than us, a God that loves us 
unconditionally, and encourages us to share that love with the world 
as best we can.  As a group of people, we make lots of mistakes, and 
very often get it wrong but that doesn’t stop us trying to help, care 
and love those we are privileged to call our friends and neighbours. 

The church, in common with lots of other parts of our society is going 
through big changes.   It is trying to grapple with a fast-changing 
world with all the opportunities and potential pitfalls that this throws 
up.  But change can be scary and it can be easier just not to bother 
and to retreat behind closed doors. But that is not helpful to the 
community we serve. 

 We need your help. What does the church mean if anything to you? 
If you used to feel part of the church community but are no longer 
involved, what happened and what would persuade you to get 
involved again? If the church has never been important in your life, 
what might change your mind about it? Are the buildings or format 
of services a barrier? What would you like, if anything for the church 
to do in Upper Tweeddale that would helpfully serve our community? 

At the beginning of October, a group of us will be gathering with 
others from different congregations in the Melrose and Peebles area 
to share ideas about how we can grow the church.  To think differently 
about how we ‘do church’ in our communities, to listen to what God 
is asking His church to do   and to work towards a dynamic church, in 
touch with its community and serving its people.   

 If you have comments or suggestions about the church in Upper 
Tweeddale or would like to hear more about the conference, please 
drop me an email or contact any of the office bearers detailed at the 
back of Kirk Matters.  And of course, our minister, Tony Foley would 
love to hear from you and have a chat about the church, drop him an 
email or join him for a coffee in the Laurel Bank.

Dr Fiona Burnett    Fiona@glenholm.co.uk
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Look out for more information on noticeboards and websites for the 
events below and others, we are a bit early to confirm some of the 
summer events

Listening Hour
Rev Tony Foley will again be available in the Laurel Bank Café on a 
Tuesday morning from 10.30 -11.30 if you wish to drop by.  

April 
Bite & Blether is back
Broughton Village Hall
6th & 20th April 10am to midday and every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
the month.
Hot Roll, Home baking Tea/Coffee. Suggested £3 donation. All Welcome

Skirling Lunch Club Skirling Village Hall
Thursday 7th April and every 1st Thursday of the month 12 noon to 1pm
Soup, Roll, Traybake and Tea/Coffee £2. All Welcome

Easter
Sunday April 10th Palm Sunday
Services at usual times in all three churches (see inside front cover)

Holy Week Services (More detail page 15 )
Monday 11th Peter and Mary Magdalene  7 to 7.30pm Broughton Church
Tuesday 12th The Roman Centurion and Pontius Pilate 7 to 7.30pm 
Carlops Church 
Wednesday 13th Caiaphus and Judas 7 to 7.30pm Tweedsmuir Church 
Maundy Thursday 14th including Holy Communion 7 to 7.45pm 
Newlands Church
Good Friday 15th   The Final Nail 7 to 7.30pm Skirling Church

Easter Sunday 17th April 9.30am
Joint Early Morning Easter Service for the 3 parishes in Broughton 
Village Hall led by Rev Calum Macdougall followed by breakfast and 
eggs three ways; hidden ones to hunt, hardboiled ones to decorate, 
then egg rolling fun.
Watch out for more information

What’s happening in Upper Tweeddale in early Summer
May
Biggar Singers Concert
Saturday May 5th 7.30pm St Mary’s Hall North Back Road Biggar
Including Vivaldi’s Gloria

Christian Aid Week - Car Boot Sale - Skirling Green

Sunday 15th May from 2pm, The Skirling Green car boot sale is back 
after a two year absence. Come along and make it a good one and raise 
some money for yourself and Christian Aid  - £7 a car. Plants, icecream, 
homebaking, bargains and of course teas in the Village Hall.

Broughton Choral Society Summer Concert
Including Vivaldi’s Gloria
Saturday 28TH May 7.30PM Broughton Village Hall
Please check website nearer the time for ticket price and availability 
http://broughtonchoralsociety.co.uk/

June
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2nd to 5th June 
Thursday 2nd June Bonfires will be lit at 9.45pm on Galalaw in Skirling 
and at The Crook Inn in Tweedsmuir 

Saturday 4th Celebrations on the Village Green in Skirling, Activities for 
children from 4pm. Village photo. Hog Roast from Pickled Haggis from 
5.30pm bring your own pud and bottle.  Entertainment from 6.30pm 
from the Fin Hope Scottish dance Band.

Sunday 5th Community picnic in the playing field at Broughton School

Opening of the Jubilee Orchard in The Crook grounds at Tweedsmuir 
with the first Rhubarb Festival. Cream Teas,  Treasure Hunt and plant 
sale. Rhubarb competitions - get growing, cooking, baking and brewing!

Sunday June 12th Sundae Sunday.
A joint family service in Tweedsmuir Village Hall at 11am. Come and 
celebrate summertime and indulge in Taylors Ice-cream and a choice of 
all the toppings you can imagine.
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The Guild resumed its programme in February   
when we had Sabina Chalmers from the Scottish 
Faiths Action for Refugees visit us. This is a 
multi-faith organisation helping faith groups 
support refugees around the world. Little did 
we know that a few weeks later, Europe would 
be thrown into turmoil with the war in Ukraine 
and, as I write, more than 2 million refugees seeking some form of 
sanctuary. Ukraine feels very close to home at the moment, but we 
were reminded that this is but one conflict that results in millions of 
people each year becoming either internally displaced people when 
they leave their home, but not their country or refugees when they 
have to cross borders and seek shelter elsewhere.  Sabina reminded 
us of the conflicts in Yemen, Syria and Afghanistan that have together 
made millions homeless and urged us to do what we can to help.  By 
giving to humanitarian organisations, welcoming refugees into our 
country, or writing to our MP to express concern over our country’s 
Visa policies, we can help in some way.  She also reminded us that 
the power of prayer should not be underestimated. 

On Friday 4th March, we gathered for the annual World Day of Prayer 
in Broughton Village Hall.  This year the service was written by women 
in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Despite it being written 
many months ago, the service was very relevant to the conflict in 
Ukraine. In addition to money being raised for the work of the World 
Day of Prayer movement, money was collected for Ukraine. This has 
gone to our partner churches in Ukraine, Hungary and Poland who 
are caring for a growing number of refugees in their churches. If you 
would like to help them by giving a donation, visit churchofscotland.
org.uk and follow the links.

This month would normally be our AGM but having missed a 
couple of meetings due to the latest COVID restrictions, the March 
meeting will be an ordinary meeting with our AGM in April followed 
by Afternoon Tea. Then in May, our outing is going to be to the 
Laurelbank for High Tea. 

The Guild meets in Broughton Village Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month from September to March. It’s a chance to meet friends 
old and new, hear interesting speakers and an opportunity to chat 
over a cup of tea and a biscuit. Please join us if you can, you will be 
made very welcome. If you’d like more information, please give me a 
call  on 07944 196234 or email me at fiona@glenholm.co.uk.

Guild Report The Nail
Our Holy Week services this year follow the 
narrative of The Nail by Stephen Cottrell

Key witnesses describe Christ’s crucifixion 
from their points of view.  Each character 
considers the part he or she played in 
hammering the nails into Jesus.

The disciple Peter who believes it is all over;
The Roman centurion just following orders; 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor merely 
obeying the wishes of the majority;
The chief priest Caiaphas afraid of upsetting the staus quo;
Judas for whom Jesus was not the Messiah that was needed.

Or was it all of us who make up the crowd, who make up the world all 
looking for someone else to blame, looking the other way?

In our new pilgrimage around five churches in West Tweeddale from 
Monday the 11th  of April to Good Friday on the 15th April we will be 
replaying the story of the Passion with reflections, hymns and prayers.

Rev Tony Foley and the Worship Workshop Team invite you to any or 
all of our services in Holy Week.

Monday 11th at 7pm in Broughton Church
Tuesday 12th at 7pm in Carlops church
Wednesday 13th at 7pm in Tweedsmuir Church
Maundy Thursday 14th at 7pm in Newlands Church including the 
Sacrament of Communion
Good Friday 15th at 7pm in Skirling Church

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
Spray Painting Wallpaper Hanging Fully Insured

Now at Springwell Brae Broughton, 
on 07709323125 and at info@patdecor.co.uk
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Christmas Giving
Our parishes continued their tradition of generous giving at  Christmas 
2021. The six West Tweeddale churches together raised funds for the 
Bethany Trust  helping Scotland’s homeless and over £600 for Afghan 
refugees.  In addition Upper Tweeddale again donated gifts and gift 
vouchers to Old Kirk And Muirhouse Church in Edinburgh and to 
Action for Children helping Young Carers in the Borders..  As shown 
in the comments below  these donations of money and gifts were 
greatly appreciated. 

——————————————————————————————

I would like to say a huge thanks again to the people of the churches 
of Upper Tweeddale for their generosity in thinking about Action 
for Children and donating once again. You gave us 36 gift vouchers 
totalling £480.

We were able to get all the vouchers out to 36 children and young 
people before Christmas and here is some of the feedback.

‘Thanks, I’m needing some arts material and would like to get some 
stencils and drawing books with the voucher’. Young person aged 12.

‘Wow, I wasn’t expecting that. I’ll put it towards a game for my 
PlayStation 4 as games are so expensive’. Young person aged 13.

‘That’s cool, I like getting a gift voucher as I can keep it and when I 
see something I need I know I can buy it.’ Young person aged 15.  

‘Thank you to the charity for the girls gift card vouchers. I'm honestly 
speechless, I cannot believe in the generosity that I've received this 
year from people, charities and other organisations.’  A parent who 
received 2 x £20 gift vouchers for her children aged 7 and 9. 

‘ Just to say I got the cards and vouchers, thanks so much, don’t know 
what we would do without these extra bits for the kids, they make a 
big difference.’ A parent of 2 children aged 8 and 10.

——————————————————————————————

Thank you for the amazing gifts that you passed on for our use in the 
parish of the Old Kirk and Muirhouse Church in Edinburgh.

When I unloaded them all with her, Helen Fisher, our Pastoral Assistant, 
was as pleased as I was at your generosity, and I’d be grateful if you 

would pass on our warmest thanks to all concerned.

The gifts we received are making a big difference in the lives of many 
here in North Edinburgh!

With renewed thanks and warm good wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year,

——————————————————————————————

Thank you very much for the recent donation of £500.04 from St 
Andrew’s Church West Linton, linked congregations of Broughton, 
Skirling and Tweedsmuir, as well as the parishioner’s personal 
donation, all received by cheque on 6/1/21, towards the work of 
Bethany Christian Trust. As requested, these gifts have been assigned 
to the Rapid Re-accommodation Welcome Centre (formerly known 
as the Winter Care Shelter) and they will be a great help and blessing 
for us in our work, providing this life saving service for people facing 
homelessness this winter, so please pass on our sincere thanks to the 
whole congregation for their prayerful support and kind generosity. To 
show just what your church’s gift could do, I thought you may want 
to read a recent story from a young woman’s stay at the Welcome 
Centre:

Sam is a young woman who came to the Welcome Centre after being 
asked to leave her family home. She had nowhere else to go. A Link 
Worker did a provisional homeless assessment with her and identified 
that there were cultural issues involved in the family dispute and so 
she was referred to appropriate support. Sam was given a support 
worker and also received support from a young person’s charity. She 
is working with family mediation and looking to get back on track 
with school. She has moved to a supported accommodation for 
young people and is looking to a more stable future. 

Skirling Village lit up with Advent Windows again this Christmas
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eastersunday rollingstone resurrection goodfriday
linencloths highpriest emptytomb cockcrows
disciples heisrisen burial gethsemane
jerusalem pilate cross jesus
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New life for the Crook
For over 400 years the Crook Inn was a place for individuals and 
groups to meet, eat, relax, to work and for visitors to stop. It was 
even, briefly, a church in covenanting times where, in 1688, a new 
minister, Rev. James Thomson, was inducted because the ousted 
minister had removed the Kirk key. All that stopped in 2006 when a 
new owner closed the Crook Inn. 

But the Crook is now developing again with Tweedsmuir Community 
Company developments, enabled by a variety of funders. The first 
phase is the ‘Wee Crook’, the conversion of an earlier steading/shop/
glass-blowing business into a café and community hub. It’s opening 
has been delayed by problems in supply for a heat exchange system 
and in the installation of the new sewage system. It will open in the 
near future.

Also, an energetic garden group is working to create attractive 
gardens, wild flower and recreation areas, tree planting, growing and 
composting on the Crook Inn site.

A Heritage Lottery grant-funded project, Discover Tweedsmuir, 
explains the history and resources in Tweedsmuir. New website: 
https://www.tweedsmuir.scot/
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Two Local ‘Growing’ Businesses
Based in Skirling, Mike and Annie Thompson 
run Schoolhouse Garden Produce and 
Schoolhouse Flowers respectively. Although 
they are two separate gardening business 
they share the same ethos of growing fresh 
local produce sustainably without the use of 
herbicides and pesticides. Both businesses are 
also phasing in a no dig method of gardening 
where possible. This not only reduces the effort 
of digging but also causes less disturbance to 
the soil microbes so aiding fertility.

Annie established Schoolhouse Flowers in 2015 and is growing 
seasonal cut flowers with a large variety of annuals, bulbs and 
perennials. The use of a polytunnel allows for a few early flowers 
in the spring from an autumn sowing of hardy annual seeds plus 
anemones, ranunculus and tulips. The successional sowing of seeds 
keeps the cutting garden stocked throughout the season with an 
abundance of cottage garden favourites- flowers with scent, texture 
and movement.

There is now a huge interest in British grown 
seasonal flowers and Schoolhouse Flowers 
is a member of Flowers from the Farm, the 
UK network of cut flower growers with a 
membership in excess of 1,500 growers 
and florists up and down the country.

Home grown flowers are in demand for 
weddings from couples who want a more 
natural and relaxed feel for their wedding 
flowers.  A popular choice is flower 
arranger’s buckets of blooms, picked and 
prepared in advance for the bridal party 

to arrange and use to decorate their venue.  They can choose how 
much they want to do themselves and Schoolhouse Flowers can take 
care of the rest. The range and quality of flowers means that wedding 

flowers done this way will be unique.

Of course gorgeous blooms are 
not just for weddings. Flowers are 
arranged in bouquets for birthdays, 
anniversaries, and special occasions 
or just to treat yourself. Flowers 
are picked to order (on at least 
24hrs notice) so that they can be 
conditioned to be at their very best and to last well in the vase. 

Mike’s business of Schoolhouse Garden Produce is a more recent 
venture set up a year ago with the help of a South of Scotland 
Enterprise Covid support grant which half funded the initial investment 
of a polytunnel, packing shed and cultivator.  The Business is based 
on ¾ of an acre leased from a neighbour.

The first year focused on bringing 
the uncultivated plot into 
production. The plot was ploughed 
and cultivated using vintage 
tractors, and weeds were kept in 
check by using a combination of 
biodegradable corn starch mulch 
and weed control fabric and plastic 
sheeting which can be used over 
and over again. The polytunnel 

allows plants to be grown in modules and then planted through the 
mulch layer. This allows quicker establishment of plants and helps to 
shade out any weeds. 

The plot is divided in to nine equal sized plots each with ten 1.2m 
wide raised beds each of 16m length and is rotated annually to help 
maintain fertility and to prevent the build-up of pests and diseases.

There is a wide range of vegetables, with varieties selected for the 
Scottish climate and for their appearance e.g. stripy courgettes, 
purple peas and beans and white kale to enable varied and interesting 
veg. boxes to be produced. The contents vary from week to week 
depending on what is in season. Customers like the surprise of what 
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Schoolhouse Flowers
Seasonal grower of cut flowers for weddings, birthdays and events.  

Growing cottage garden favourites and unusual varieties.  All grown in 
Skirling and without the use of pesticides.

For further information or to chat about flowers for a special event then 
please get in touch.

 Contact: Annie Thompson Tel: 07799 041 312
Email: info@schoolhouseflowers.co.uk

www.schoolhouseflowers.co.uk

Schoolhouse Garden Produce
Seasonal, fresh produce boxes available from May All contents are 
home grown and produced sustainably. Soft fruit, vegetables, eggs 

honey and preserves. Local delivery available.
For further information to discuss requirements or to reserve a box then 

please get in touch.
Contact: Mike Thompson Tel :07931 226 363
Email:schoolhousegardenproduce@btinternet.com

Schoolhouse, Skirling by Biggar

is in the box, and the challenge of how to cook it. In the summer, field 
vegetables are complemented by polytunnel crops such as tomatoes, 
cucumbers, chillies, and strawberries. In the first year, using about a 
third of the plot, up to 25 weekly veg boxes were produced at the 
height of the season.

Year 2 has now started with seed sowing well underway. After learning 
from last year’s experience the aim is to cultivate more of the plot and 
to produce a greater number of boxes over a longer season. New 
to the venture in 2022 is to be a flock of hens, adding the option of 
including eggs in the produce boxes along with herbs, preserves, 
and honey from garden hives. The first boxes should be available in 
May.

Mike and Annie Thompson

PARISHES OF UPPER TWEEDDALE
Minister
Rev Tony Foley, Old Joiners Croft, Skirling ML12 6HD
Tel 01899 860709 Mobile 07793 294000
Email:  tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Secretary to the General Kirk Session
Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Firknowe, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274  Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer of the funds held jointly:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho
Session Clerk:
Mrs Alexis Marr  3, Woodilee, Broughton ML12 6GB
Tel: 01899 830 662        Email alexismarr@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Skirling
Session Clerk:
Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Firknowe, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274  Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Tweedsmuir
Treasurer and Contact:
Mrs Marion Wood, Bamflatt, Kilbucho, Biggar, ML12 6JH  
Tel:01899 220173 Email: kingledores@btconnect.com

Scott Vehicle Repairs
Service • Repairs • MOT Testing • Tyres & Exhausts

Calor Gas, Coal & Car Wash
The Garage, Broughton

Telephone: 01899 830 240



New Beginnings 
Flower and Music 

 Festival 
22nd—24th April 

 
Friday 22nd April 7.30pm to 

9pm 
Concert in 

 Peebles Old Parish Church 
 

Saturday 23rd April 2pm to 4pm  
Eddleston Parish Church 

Performances by local  musicians and choirs 
Teas and coffees in Eddleston Village Hall 

 
Sunday 24th April 2pm to 4pm 

Stobo  Kirk 
Performances by local  musicians and choirs 

Teas and coffees in Stobo Village Hall 
 

Entry to all by donation in support of  
MIND THE MUSIC 

A music for mental well being project by   
Nomad beat Community Music School (SC042031) 

 
This weekend is dedicated to the 

   memory of  
Lorraine Mulholland 


