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True image or macabre distortion
[“What does your god look like?”]

When I was a kid one of my favourite things 
to do with my brothers was to go to the 
carnival and visit the hall of mirrors. We had 
so much fun looking at ourselves in those 
mirrors. Some of the mirrors would make us 
look small, tiny even others would make us 
look really tall, really thin, or really fat. My 
brothers and I spent a lot of time laughing as our faces and bodies took 
on all different and weird shapes. 

The Hall of Mirrors was fun, but the effects of those mirrors would be 
horribly macabre if they persisted in everyday life. And yet, in a way that 
is what often happens when people talk about God. Sometimes when I 
listen to people talk about their image of God it is like being in the verbal 
equivalent of a Hall of Mirrors. The image of God gets stretched all out 
of proportion. The image is often one of a god no one in their right mind 
would want to believe in.

As human beings we do almost all of our thinking in images. For some 
people it is like having little slideshow inside their head and each slide is a 
thought. The thing about images is they don’t  inform  so much as invoke. 
They invoke emotion, emotions like joy, sadness, fear, love, compassion. 
Those emotions in turn influence our wills and our wills shape our decision 
making. There are certain images or pictures that are so much a part of 
our psychic make up that they are like the wallpaper in our living rooms 
we just take them for granted. This is especially true when we talk about 
God. What image comes to your mind when you hear the word God? What 
emotion do you feel? Do you feel joy, peace, fear, irritation, boredom?

I recently visited with a friend of mine. After coffee we read Psalm 23 
together. It is probably the best-known piece of poetry in the Bible. My 
friend told me it was their favourite part of the Bible not so much because 
of the words but because of the images of God it conjured up in his mind.  

“What does your God look like?” is an important question. Why, because 
how we picture God, how we image God in our minds has a profound 
effect on how we relate to ourselves, to others, to life and living. If you 
have time this week, why not read Psalm 23 and notice what kind of 
images of God it stirs up in you.

Peace, Tony

CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the Church of Scotland is to be a
Church which seeks to inspire the people of
Scotland and beyond with the good news of

Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping,
witnessing, nurturing and serving communities

UPPER TWEEDDALE WEBSITE
www.uppertweeddale.org.uk    Charity No. SC004728

@parishofuppertweeddale

SUNDAY SERVICES
Occasionally we hold joint services for instance for 
a breakfast church, advance notice will be given at 
church services and on the website and Facebook. 

In Broughton Church at 11am
In Tweedsmuir Church at 9.30am

In Skirling Church at 11.30am

Each Sunday a service is posted to the Upper 
Tweeddale Website and to the Parish of Upper 

Tweeddale Facebook page

A letter from our Minister

Support Skirling and Broughton 
Church of Scotland 

We have registered Skirling and Broughton Parishes to receive commissions from 
Amazon Smile - anyone buying from smile.amazon.co.uk and choosing the Skirling 
or Broughton Church charity will cause Amazon to make a donation to us - every 
penny helps! 
Remember to shop at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases at no cost to you!  

www.stewardship.org.uk
For the Parish of Upper Tweeddale
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On 1st February a service of Union was held in Broughton Church to unite 
the parishes of Broughton, Glenholm & Kilbucho, Skirling and Tweedsmuir 
to form the Parish of Upper Tweeddale.  Contrary to most union services, 
ours was a joyous occasion, something that has been 40 years in the 
making. At the service, the following was read out by way of explanation of 
how we came to this position.

Almost 50 years ago in the early 1970’s a 4-way linking was created in 
Upper Tweeddale when Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho, Skirling, 
Stobo and Drumelzier and Tweedsmuir got together to create the charge 
with the longest title in the Church of Scotland.   When, shortly after, Rev 
Ian Rennie became Minister he was far sighted enough to see that the 
existing Assistant Minister Post would soon be lost and that new ideas 
would be required to pastor to 4 churches in a relatively large area. Two of 
his innovations proved invaluable to the successful and good-humoured 
linking that lasted for close to half a century.

Members of the congregations were trained to lead worship, travelling 
to each of the churches and 
the 4 Kirk Sessions met as a 
General Kirk Session agreeing 
to work together whenever 
possible.   These innovations, 
the training of worship leaders 
and meeting together, were 
enthusiastically developed 
by Rev Rachel Dobie and Rev 
Bob Milne, and indeed by Rev 
Calum Macdougall in his two terms as interim moderator.  Worship leaders 
are now recognised by the Church of Scotland as essential, in rural areas in 

Parish of Upper Tweeddale finally formed

J. B. HAMILTON & SON
Butcher • Poulterer

17 High Street, Biggar. Telephone: 220013
Award Winning Steak Pies & Haggis

Specialists in Steak Pies, Mince, Pies & Sausage Rolls. 
All own baking

Home-made Sausages & Burgers
Finest Quality Beef, Lamb & Pork

particular, although the idea of a General Kirk Session is still frowned upon.   
As we worked together, we got to know and trust each other which at the 
right time has made the idea of moving forward into Union a natural next 
step.  

In 2020 Stobo and Drumelzier left our linking to join with Peebles Old and 
Eddleston and the three remaining parishes joined the West Tweeddale 
6-way linking with Carlops, Newlands and St Andrew’s West Linton. 
Becoming the Parish of Upper Tweeddale rather than the linked Parishes 
of Upper Tweeddale should make no difference to how our churches are 
seen on a day-to-day basis.   The big difference will be in administration 
with one set of accounts rather than three, one set of form filling for the 
National church instead of three.

Looking to the future, The Parish of Upper Tweeddale looks forward to a 
successful linking in West Tweeddale under our Minister Rev Dr Tony Foley, 
with the congregations working together with shared worship leaders and 
a General Kirk Session.

If you would like to watch a recording of the service, it is available on the 
Upper Tweeddale website (www.uppertweeddale.org.uk)

Isobel Hunter

Our Minister Rev Dr Tony Foley, our Presbytery 
Clark Rev Norman Smith and our moderator for the 

evening Rev Mark Nicholas
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there are times when only speaking to the person with the dog collar will 
suffice and there is no intention of becoming a barrier like a bad doctor’s 
receptionist between Rev. Foley and his parishioners. 

The idea is that the group members become the minister’s eyes and ears when 
he cannot be everywhere at once, trying to pick up the signs that someone 
might need a phone call or a quick visit or just an acknowledgement.   If 
the involvement of the minister is felt necessary, well and good but often 
the requirement is just for a person who genuinely cares to make time to be 
with someone in need of comfort.  98% of pastoral care is having someone 
who cares. It doesn’t have to be the minister.

Group based care isn’t just practical. It’s biblical. It’s thoroughly biblical: 
going right back to Exodus when Jethro confronted Moses about doing 
everything himself.   Even Jesus adopted the model of group care, moving 
his large group of hundreds of disciples into groups of seventy, twelve, 
three, and then one.

The article quoted at the beginning concludes with the message below 
that as congregations we need to appreciate that our Minister cannot be 
everywhere and do everything.  Members of our congregations need to 
step up to help.   If you wish to be put in touch with a member of the 
Pastoral Group please contact Michelle  cos1560.tweed@outlook.com and 
do the same if you would like to join the pastoral care group for West 
Tweeddale.

“Many congregations define the success of their leader according to how 
available, likable, and friendly their pastor is. It’s as though churches want 
a puppy, not a pastor. Since when did that become the criteria for effective 
Christian leadership?

By that standard, Moses, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, the Apostle Paul, and 
perhaps even Jesus failed the test. The goal of Christian leadership is to 
lead, not to be liked.

That’s no excuse for being insensitive , but still, leadership requires that 
at times, you need to do what’s best, not what people want. If a church 
is going to grow, congregations must let go of the expectation that their 
pastor will be available for every medical emergency, every twist and turn 
in their lives, every family celebration, and every crisis.”

Isobel Hunter

Thinking about pastoral care in West Tweeddale 
“When the pastor must visit every sick person, do every wedding and funeral, 
and make regular house calls, attend every meeting, and lead every bible 
study or group, he or she becomes incapable of doing almost anything 
else.  Message preparation falls to the side and providing organizational 
leadership for the future is almost out of the question.

The pastoral care model 
of church leadership 
simply doesn’t scale. It’s 
somewhat ironic.  If you’re 
a good pastoral care 
person (and many pastors 
are), people will often 
love you so much that the 
church will grow to two 
hundred people, at which 
point the pastoral care 
expectations become crushing.

Inevitably, pastoral leaders with larger churches can’t keep up and end up 
disappointing people when they can’t get to every event anymore. Caring 
for 30 people personally is possible. Caring for 230 is not. Many pastors 
burn out trying.”

The passage above comes from an American article entitled ‘A Puppy or 
a Pastor’ you can tell it is American by the use of the word pastor but 
substitute Minister and I think we can all see the relevance for our West 
Tweeddale linking.

Our parishes are not only 6 geographically widespread congregations 
but also include 3 primary schools, the caring institutions of Castle Craig, 
Garvald and Whim Hall.  Our minister Rev Tony Foley has a huge task which 
can only be successfully tackled with considerable help from the members 
of our congregations.   

We already have a well-established group of lay worship leaders ensuring 
that there is a service of worship every week in each of our 6 churches.   
We have also set up a group of people with a heart for pastoral work to 
support our Minister in this aspect of his calling.  We fully understand that 
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Christmas Charity Collections
A huge thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the various charities that 
we were supporting during Christmas 
2022 in Upper Tweeddale. The 
following are excerpts from their thank 
you notes

Crisis at Christmas £220 from Skirling 
Christmas Lunch 

“Thank you for standing with people 
facing homelessness this Christmas. 
Your support will make all the difference. 
Supporters like you help give people 
facing homelessness a safe joyful Christmas and the support they need to 
leave homelessness behind for good. I’ve seen first-hand how bright and 
confident our guests become over the Christmas period after being shown 
dignity and care.”

Ely Mukhwana, Supporter Care Operations Manager

The Parish of the Old Kirk and Muirhouse, Edinburgh. Gifts and tokens 
for teenage boys from Gift services

“Thanks once again for remembering us and for your wonderful generosity”

Helen Fisher, Pastoral Assistant 

Scottish Borders CHIMES Service. £580 in tokens from Gift Services

“Many thanks for the vouchers donated by the parishioners in the Churches 
of Upper Tweeddale and once again they have been put to good use. There 
were 44 vouchers totalling £580 which is a fabulous amount of money. 

Most of the vouchers were distributed to children and young people in the 
service, and this includes some siblings not in the service. The remaining 
vouchers were used to purchase items to go in a self soothe box which is 
recommended in Mental Health First Aid support (bath salts, bubble bath, 
bath bombs, hot chocolate sachets, books on mindfulness, mugs, photos 
and photo frames, body spray, make up) for 8 young people to support 
better emotional and mental health and increased coping skills.”

 ‘ you have just saved Christmas for us.’ Single parent of 3 children aged 8, 
14 and 16. 

‘ Say thanks to the nice people who gave me the voucher, I will get Lego 
with it.’ Child aged 9

‘ That’s cool and thanks.’ Young person aged 13.

‘ Can’t wait to get hair gel and make up.’ Young person aged 15. 

Jo Glover. Practice Team Leader 

Centrepoint. £380 from Christmas eve and Christmas day services

“Thank you very much for your generous donation   to Centrepoint. We are 
sincerely grateful for your time and effort in raising these funds, which will 
be invaluable to our work with homeless young people. 

2022 was especially challenging at Centrepoint, with things set to get 
even tougher due to the cost of living crisis. We recently reported that the 
number of homeless people in England is predicted to jump by a third by 
2024 as councils warn of a “tidal wave” of need caused by benefits freezes, 
soaring bills and the end of Covid eviction bans. 

This crisis is affecting many of our young people, the majority of whom are 
on benefits, studying, or on a very low income. In the last year, the numbers 
of those needing emergency food support has quadrupled, and, with bills 
rising, they are struggling to afford to live.

Your kindness is already helping us to transform young lives in these 
challenging times. I can’t thank you enough for choosing to support 
homeless young people into a brighter future.”

Lucy Goble Centrepoint Mass Participation Fundraising Manager  

Clydesdale Food Bank. £330 from Christmas eve and Christmas day 
services

“Please convey the thanks of Clydesdale Food Bank for the wonderful 
donation received recently. Your support is greatly appreciated”

Liz Bautman
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Broughton Breakfast Club
Towards the end 
of last year, our 
minister Tony Foley 
was approached by 
the head teacher 
Mrs Carn Peatson, 
to see if the church 
could assist the 
school by running 
a breakfast club in 
the school twice 
a week. Numbers 
in the school have 
been dropping of late, a consequence of less families with children in the 
area but also because the school can’t provide before and after school 
care. Offering a breakfast club might help busy parents in their morning 
commute. And so the Broughton Breakfast Club (the BBC??) was born.

Twice a week, the school opens at 8am and volunteers are there to offer 
cereal and toast to any child in the school or the early learning and childcare 
class.  At the moment we have 3 volunteers, all PVG checked. Gillian, one 
of the mums at the school, was persuaded by Mrs Peason to get involved 
“I went away and thought about it and the seed she planted in my head 
grew, this was something I could do that would help the school”.  The 
other volunteers are Fiona, an elder from Broughton church and with some 
catering experience, and Isobel, an elder from Skirling who was involved in 
running a guesthouse. We are also ably assisted by Christine and Coriena, 
two of the early years practitioners from ELC (Early Years and Childcare).   

The first children to arrive are those being dropped off by parents from 
8 o’clock, with the second group, the children coming in by bus, arriving 
around 8:30. We have wonderfully polite and well behaved children in 
Upper Tweeddale and it is a joy to serve them. The age range is 3 to 11 
but the older children step in to help with the younger ones and (so far!) 
no arguments even between siblings. And If there is time, Fiona can’t resist 
reading a story. After all, the room we meet in is full of books just waiting 
to be read. It’s all over by 8:45 when the bell rings and school commences 

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
Spray Painting Wallpaper Hanging Fully Insured

Now at Springwell Brae Broughton, 
on 07709323125 and at info@patdecor.co.uk

and the volunteers tidy up, stack the dishwasher and then go home for 
their own breakfast.

One final group to mention and thank is the Broughton Village Store  who 
have very generously  been providing all the food and milk for the first 
three months of operation. This is giving us time to assess the need, cost 
etc and apply to grant bodies to keep the service going. Judging by the 
uptake within the school (around 16 breakfasters per session), it seems to 
be filling a need and we hope that this will become a long term feature of 
the school. As Gillian says “ It’s fun to do and is providing a much needed 
service”.  If you are interested in helping in any way or your child would like 
to come, please contact Barbara at the school for more information.

Fiona Burnett  
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What’s happening in Upper Tweedale in early summer.
Listening Hour
Rev Dr Tony Foley is available in the Laurel Bank Tearoom on a Tuesday 
morning from 10:30 – 11:30 if you wish to drop by. a after resist
Pg 12 Listening hour. Add 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the month

Bite and Blether
Broughton Village Hall
Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 10 – 12. 
Hot roll, home baking tea/coffee. Suggested donation £3

Skirling Lunch Club
Skirling Village Hall
2nd Thursday in the month. From 12-1:15
Soup, roll, traybake and tea/coffee. £2. All welcome

Stobo Community Coffee Mornings
Stobo Village Hall
Sat 15th April, 13th May, 10th June. 10:30 – 12
£2 donation, children free. All proceeds to Peeblesshire Food bank

APRIL
Easter in the parishes of West Tweeddale

Holy Week Services 
Theme – The things He carried
Monday 3rd April. The cross. Tweedsmuir Kirk  7pm
Tuesday 4th April.  A crown of thorns. Broughton Church 7pm
Wednesday 5th April. A seamless robe. Skirling Church 7pm
Thursday 6th April. Holy Communion. Newlands Church 7pm
Friday 7th April Tenebrae service. Carlops Church 8pm

Easter Sunday 10th April 10am
Wee Crook, Tweedsmuir
A joint Easter morning service  in the wee crook led by Rev Barrie Cash. 
Followed by breakfast and eggs 3 ways. Hidden ones to hunt, hardboiled 
ones to decorate and then egg rolling fun.

Events at the Wee Crook, Tweedsmuir
7th April 7pm Wee Crook -  Dark Sky part 2 
15th April Karaoke at the Wee Crook 
22nd April Curry Oot at the Crook - bookings through www.tweedsmuir.
scot
23rd April Storytelling at the Wee Crook

MAY
Tweedsmuir’s Coronation picnic and games
Saturday 6th May, Crook fields, Tweedsmuir
Further details to follow but keep the date free 

Broughton’s  Big Coronation  Lunch
Sunday 7th May, Broughton Village Hall 12-6pm
There will be food, music, games for the kids, bar.
Exact details will be published soon, watch out for details but keep the 
date free.

Christian Aid Week Car Boot sale
Skirling Green
Sunday 14th May from 2pm (but stalls appear from around 12 noon)
Plants, icecream, homebaking, bargains and of course teas in the Village 
Hall
£8 per car with all proceeds going to Christian Aid

JUNE
Tweedsmuir Rhubarbfest 
The wee Crook. Saturday 3rd June 2-5pm   
Come and celebrate all things rhubarb with competitions, refreshments 
and music from the Mighty Joes.

Broughton Choral Society Summer Concert 
Broughton Village hall Saturday 10th June 7:30pm
The programme will include Mozart's Coronation Mass, an arrangement of 
Evening Rise (a traditional American-Indian song), and choral masterpieces 
by Verdi and Bach
Tickets will be available in the village shop and from choir members nearer 
the time.
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Gill Bateman, a celebration of her life
Gill Bateman (1925 – 2023) died on 
15th February at home in Menzion, as was 
her wish. She was cremated in Melrose and a 
thanksgiving service, conducted by Rev. Rachel 
Dobie, was held at Tweedsmuir Kirk, followed 
by a tea at the Wee Crook.

Gill, our much loved Tweedsmuir Kirk organist for 
28 years, organ shoes stashed in the cupboard 
behind the organ ready for practice and Sunday 
services.  I bumped into Gill on many occasions 
practicing and deciding which music should be played for each hymn and 
she was quite clear that she preferred the sound of my hoovering over any 
attempts at singing and liked a polished organ seat so she could slide along 
while playing.    The thanksgiving service was a lovely mix of family stories, 
organ music and singing which continued afterwards  at the Wee Crook.    
Gill was always interested in what was going on in the wider community, 
wanting to know about other people and here are some of the things that 
we learned about Gill at the service of thanksgiving…..   Christine Parker   

Born in Lancashire, and educated at home, at Cheltenham Ladies College 
and Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, Gill came to Edinburgh to do a PhD in 
genetics. There she met Nigel and they married in 1953. First they lived 
at Milton Mill near Penicuik, moving to Edinburgh where they raised their 
family and where Gill latterly taught biology at St Mary’s Music School. 
In their early 60s, they returned with a sigh of relief to rural life and to 
sheep-farming at Menzion. They were happy, Gill doing her last lambing 
at 72, making a productive and pretty garden and playing the organ in 
the Kirk until she was 90. She also made many friends whom she joined 
in agricultural shows, watercolour classes, choirs and campaigning for the 
Crook. People seemed to value her frankness, learning, open-mindedness 
and interest in all things. She read the New Scientist to her dying day 
and was deeply concerned about the environment. She improved the 
biodiversity of her own land by maintaining an orchid reserve, and planting 
trees on the banks of the Tweed and a wildlife corridor or hedge across the 
fields.

She was predeceased by Nigel and her daughter Jenny, and is survived 
by Meg, Lennie, Jamie and grandson Colm. The family are deeply grateful 
to the Kirk, the Wee Crook and the wider community for their warmth and 
for giving her a send-off that would have surprised her. After gift-aid, a 
collection for the earthquake victims of Syria and Turkey raised over £1100.  

 Meg Bateman

World Day of Prayer

On Friday 3rd March the West Tweeddale Guild hosted this year’s World Day 
of Prayer service. In previous years this service has been held in Broughton 
Church, but with the local Guild expanding to reflect the new linkage of 
six churches, the service this year was held in St. Andrew’s Church, West 
Linton. With a larger catchment, more people attended, and we were 
delighted to include members of St. Mungo’s Episcopalian Church in West 
Linton. 14 different voices from all seven churches (including St. Mungo’s) 
participated in readings, prayer and stories. 

Taiwan is an island nation sitting in the “Ring of Fire” between Japan and 
the Philippines.   The service this year was written by the Christian women’s 
committee of Taiwan. and based on Ephesians 1:15-19, “I have heard 
about your faith”.   In addition, our Minister Rev. Tony Foley recounted 
some of his experiences sharing his faith as a mission partner in Taiwan. 

The service booklet highlighted the need to listen to God and to each 
other.  The hopes and needs of women wherever they are in the world 
was reflected in the content of the service.  Letters of encouragement had 
been sent to those still facing injustice and suffering.  Issues which were 
highlighted which can affect all women and how we face these challenges 
and help others to do so is never an easy task. 

After the service, refreshment with a Taiwanese flavour were served.  
Strawberry Mochi made with glutinous rice flower, Papaya Cakes and 
Taiwanese Castella Honey Cake to transport us just a little to the far east.  
And for those slightly less adventurous, rice crispy cakes went down very 
well.

Scotland has its own World Day of Prayer committee and you can find 
out more about their work on their website: www.wdpscotland.org.uk. 
The page on this site  about the Taiwan event concludes with the words: 
“May God give us the wisdom and courage to tell the stories of faith that 
transform lives.” Amen to that.

Alexis Marr
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Spot the Difference
There are 10 differences to find

Easter Anagrams
Clue- Bible verses

Ciao Sad Jurist
Legendary Mama – Mark 16:1

Net Promise
Goth Goal – John 19:17

Drink or Book – John 18:1
No Foul Motives – Luke 22:39

A Hen Gets Me – Matthew 26:36
Barb Saab – Mark 15:11

I Consumed

Answers on page 22.

Music in Church
I like a growling congregation
Hope creaking through difficult lives
I like choirs of bright faces
light filling dark places.
But best I like indifferent singing
the soloist who gets the high notes flat
the warbler who makes herself heard over it all
the organist who embarks on an extra verse.
For here is the greater challenges to love
amid fastidious vanity, human failing
here too, appears the greater blessing
On finding love sweeter than any blessing.

Meg Bateman 
Written in Gaelic and translated for all to read. A photo of her mum, Gill and this 
poem sits on the organ in Tweedsmuir in thanks for the long service that Gill gave 
as organist in Tweedsmuir.

Domestic, Commercial &
 Industrial Installations

Security Lighting & Alarms

Electric Showers
House Rewires

Portable Appliance Testing

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road 
Biggar ML126EQ

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier

Tel: 01899 220160  Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160   Email: nacelectrics@aol.com   Website: www.nacelectrics.com

Proprietor: N Curatolo All Works Guaranteed
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The Things He Carried
Our Holy week services this year are once again following Stephen Cottrell’s 
book. “The things He carried, a journey to the cross in meditations for Lent 
and Holy Week.”.

“ The inspiration for this book came first from Tim O’Brien’s collection 
of short stories reflecting on his time in Vietnam called The Things they 
carried. In these stories we don’t just hear about the physical things that 
the soldiers carry, but also about their terrors and dreams.

Even as I was reading this book, I was starting to wonder about the things 
that Jesus carried, not just the cross itself, but the crown of thorns he 
was forced to wear, the seamless robe that was taken from him, the other 
burdens that were laid upon him, and also the hopes and fears that he 
carried in his heart and that are reflected in the different passion narratives 
we read in scripture”

Join us again as we pilgrimage around five churches in West Tweeddale. 

Monday 3rd April, Tweedsmuir Church 7pm

Tuesday 4th April, Broughton Church 7pm

Wednesday 5th April, Skirling Church, 7pm 

Thursday 6th April, Newlands Church, 7pm including Holy Communion

Friday 7th April, Carlops Church, 8pm Tenebrae Service ( readings, candles, 
reflection)

Services on Monday to Wednesday will last no more than 30 minutes, the 
other services a little longer.

 Fiona Burnett

Scott Vehicle Repairs
Service • Repairs • MOT Testing • Tyres & Exhausts

Calor Gas, Coal & Car Wash
The Garage, Broughton

Telephone: 01899 830 240

The Parish of Upper Tweeddale
The Parish of Upper Tweeddale is the name of our merged three parishes 
of Skirling, Tweedsmuir and Broughton. It might sound a bit revolutionary 
but actually the day-to-day running of the three churches will remain as it 
is at present – in other words no change. Our three churches have a good 
history of co-operating with each other and behaving as one family of 
worshippers. So, becoming a Union simply formalises an existing situation.

But why bother? Well, the main advantage of becoming a Union is in the 
reduced amount of financial and administrative work entailed in dealing 
with the Church of Scotland headquarters (and there is a fair amount!) and 
also with the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). We now need only one 
Session Clerk (instead of 3) and only one Treasurer (instead of 3). I am that 
one Treasurer for the Union – some time ago (pre-Covid) when the Union 
was first mooted, I volunteered to be the Treasurer of the Union, as I was 
already the Treasurer of Skirling and Broughton; it seemed to be a good 
idea at the time. We shall see!

The bank account for the Union is with the Royal Bank of Scotland. The 
details are The Parish of Upper Tweeddale, sort code: 83-16-11 and account 
number: 00255361. All future donations to any of the three churches should 
be made to that account.

I hope that, like me, you are all looking forward to using our Union to 
spread God’s word and work throughout Upper Tweeddale.

Peter Worthington 
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In Conversation with Maida and Murdo Elder
Drs Maida and Murdo 
Elder have been 
longstanding members 
and Elders of Broughton 
Church. They left this 
month to live near their 
family in London. We 
could not let them go 
without getting their 
views on life in Upper 
Tweeddale and their 
church connection.

The Elders came to Broughton in 1997. Murdo was working in London 
as a consultant in Obstetrics and was commuting between London and 
Broughton before he retired in 1998. That left Maida, whose medical 
specialisation was Radiotherapy, and who’d retired earlier, to be clerk of 
works for the year whilst they renovated Easter Calzeat. “I fell in love with 
the house but not sure Maida did, at least at first, it was rather large”

Why Upper Tweeddale?  Murdo had gone to school in Edinburgh, Maida 
was from Northern Ireland. They met at University in Edinburgh. Then 
after graduation they had various jobs in Scotland, a spell in Malta and 
Bristol before settling in South West London. Their boys were brought up 
in London but at the time of retirement they were not settled. “The boys 
could have settled anywhere in the world so we decided that we’d like to 
go back to Scotland. We looked in East Lothian, but on a holiday around 
1997, we came across this house in Broughton and decided that this was 
the place” Ironically the boys settled in London, very close to where they 
had lived and where they are now returning. “Family is important and the 
youngest grandchild in now 16. We have not seen much of them in the last 
3 years with Covid and we want to be there for them at this important part 
of their lives”.

Church connection? Maida was brought up in the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland, with a few uncles as ministers.  Whilst in Edinburgh studying 
medicine, she joined St Cuthberts under the Castle. “The minister there 

was the father of one of the members of my year.  It also had a very good 
organist and a very good choir” Murdo can’t remember going to church 
as a student but had to go to church as school pupil “As a boarder we had 
to go to church on Sunday. I chose the Episcopal church at Goldenacre, 
mainly because we were unsupervised going to church. We had to walk 
through a wood to get there so we skived off until one day, when there 
was a thunderstorm, and not only did we get soaked, I tore my trousers 
going over a fence so got caught. After that we had to go to church” By the 
time they had married, Murdo was attending church with Maida. In London 
they first of of all went to the United reformed Church in Wimbledon but 
eventually joined the local Anglican church nearer to home. “Our elder son 
was singing in the choir and there was a feeling of community around the 
church. Fairly soon after they joined Broughton Church they were asked to 
become elders and have been active in the church ever since. 

How have things changed in the Church over the years?  When they 
first came to Upper Tweeddale services led by local members had been 
happening for quite a few years, but were still an unusual occurrence in 
most churches. Murdo recalls one of his first services in Broughton being 
led by a Tweedsmuir member. His reaction was “Gosh this is different” but 
very quickly grew to appreciate the work that the Worship Workshop were 
doing in enabling services to happen in all of our churches. Sadly, over the 
years there has been a slow but continuous decline in numbers of people 
attending church, for various reasons. “Tony has his work cut out to reverse 
the decline but we believe he can do it. The job of the Kirk Sessions and 
congregations  is to support him in this task in whatever way we can.” 

Thank you Maida and Murdo for all your contributions to the church in 
Broughton and Upper Tweeddale. Also, for all you have contributed to the 
village community over the years. We wish you every blessing as you return 
to London to be with your family. Be assured, we will be thinking of you and 
hoping you might come for a visit in the not too distant future.

Fiona Burnett
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PARISH OF UPPER TWEEDDALE

Minister
Rev Dr Tony Foley

The Manse, West Linton EH46 7EW
Email tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk

Tel. 01968 660 221
Mob. 07793 294000

Church Office
Old Church Hall, West Linton EH46 7EW
     Email. cos1560.tweed@outlook.com

    Tel. 01968 733112

Session Clerk
Mrs Isobel Hunter

Firknowe, Skirling. ML12 6HD
Email. isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Tel. 01899 860274

Treasurer
Dr Peter Worthington

Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Email. peterworthington@me.com

Tel. 01899 830489

Contact – Broughton Church
Mrs Alexis Marr

3 Woodilee, Broughton. ML12 6GB
Email. alexismarr@btinternet.com

Tel 01899 830662

Contact – Skirling Church
Mrs Isobel Hunter

Contact – Tweedsmuir Church
Mrs Christine Parker

Email. parkerpolmood@gmail.com

Pastoral Update
Wedding
We congratulate the happy couple as they start a new life together.

In Cornhill Castle
Thursday 2nd March 2023. 
Lianne Rooney of Biggar  and Alan Rose of Broughton.
Married  by Rev Dr Tony Foley  in front of family and friends

Funeral
We offer deepest sympathy to the family assuring 
them of our prayers

James Barrie Hamilton of Biggar     
died on 11th February 2023 aged 103
Butcher in Biggar since August 1966
Funeral held in Biggar Kirk on 1st March led by 
Rev Rachel Dobbie 

Gill Bateman of Menzion, Tweedsmuir
died on 15th February 2023 aged 97
Much loved Tweedsmuir Kirk organist for 28 years

Campbell Ketchion, formerly of Blacklaw Cottage, Tweedsmuir
23rd February 2023 aged 69
passed away peacefully at Haylodge Hospital Peebles  after a short illness 

Anagram Answers
Judas Iscariot – Ciao Sad Jurist

Mary Magdalene – Legendary Mama – Mark 16:1
Simon Peter – Net Promise

Golgotha – Goth Goal – John 19:17
Kidron Brook – Drink or Book – John 18:1

Mount of Olives – No Foul Motives – Luke 22:39
Gethsemane – A Hen Gets Me – Matthew 26:36

Barabbas – Barb Saab – Mark 15:11
Nicodemus – I Consumed
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