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Church building closed and normal services suspended until further notice owing to 

coronavirus outbreak 

 

Contact sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org to join Carlops’ worship gathering via Zoom; 

Sundays at 10am 

 

Contact info@carlopschurch.org to receive Rev Stewart McPherson’s Reflection by email 
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Thinking of our Minister 

 

I am sorry to record that our minister Stewart McPherson lost his mother last week; Sheena 

McPherson was 93 years of age. I know I speak for all supporters of Carlops Church when I 

express sincere sympathy and condolences to Stewart and Marjorie. 

 

There is little anyone can say that takes away the hurt at time like these, but we hope it may 

help Stewart to know that his many friends in Carlops who are thinking of him and wishing 

him and his family well. We hold them in a special place in our thoughts as they work through 

the loss together. 

 

Unsurprisingly in these circumstances, I have gone to press this month without the usual letter 

from Stewart. We know he has kept a place for us in his thoughts, amongst the grief and the 

multitude of other issues demanding his attention; we don’t need a letter to tell us that. 

Indeed, we could perhaps exchange roles and write to him instead; his contact details are 

overleaf. 

 

Rennie McElroy Editor 

 

 

Good news about interim ministry 

 

It is good to be able to balance sad news with good tidings. Rev Stewart McPherson’s 

appointment as our interim minister was scheduled to end in June, but it has now been agreed 

that he will remain with us until September.  

 

Stewart has been a source of inspiration and reassurance to us, especially in this strange 

experience of coronavirus and its attendant lockdown. His continued support for a few months 

more will be a blessing. Stewart and Marjorie have become our friends, and it will be great to 

have them continue as part of our community. It seems that even coronavirus clouds have 

silver linings! 

 

 

Zoom time at Carlops Church! 

 

Carlops Church holds a worship gathering via Zoom every Sunday at 10am: hymn, reading, 

reflection, prayer; a moving, friendly and enjoyable occasion.  

 

Everyone is welcome to participate in this event. To take part fully requires a smartphone, PC 

or tablet, with internet access. Zoom software can be downloaded free and it is easy to do (I 

managed!). Even if you do not have any of these devices, it is still possible to dial in using 

your usual telephone and listen to the service. 

 

If you would like to join the virtual congregation (and see people!), contact Murray Campbell; 

details on back page. 

 

 



Foodbank appeal 
 

The linkage churches operate an emergency foodbank. The coronavirus outbreak has 

increased the need for its services, but at present, people cannot donate by bringing food to 

the church in the established way. If would-be donors wish to give cash rather than kind at 

this time; at least two options are available … 

 

Donate to the Trussell Trust, which supports a network of foodbanks, via their website, 

www.trusselltrust.org. Ask for your donation to be used to support foodbanks in the Peebles / 

Penicuik area.  

 

For an immediately local alternative, the Allan Ramsay Hotel provides forty meals a week to 

people in need of food aid; each costs £2 to prepare and deliver. Support this by donating 

online at www.allanramsayhotel.com: choose Community shop on the home page and scroll 

down to find the donate option. 

 

 

Christian Aid, 2020 

 

Christian Aid week this year was 10-16 May, but the coronavirus outbreak and attendant 

regulations forced the cancellation of our fund-raising events, so Christian Aid will not 

receive the funds normally raised during “its” week (£7,5000.000 in 2019).  

 

Life may be difficult for us at present but let us remember that it is very much worse for many 

people, not for weeks, but for a lifetime. May I encourage you to donate online, and to tell 

family, friends and neighbours how they can help too? 

 

Donate at www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week There is also a special coronavirus 

appeal www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal  

 

Contact me or email info@carlopschurch.org me if you need more information.  

 

Robert Higgins Chair, Linkage Christian Aid Committee 

 

 

Response to appeal for Malawi 
 

In May, Treasurer Mary McElroy invited support for an appeal from Presbytery, for £500 to 

purchase 60 buckets for churches in Zomba, Malawi, to let them provide hand-washing 

facilities for members. This will allow churches to remain open under Malawi’s coronavirus 

regulations. 

 

As we go to press (28 May), Carlops has donated £575, surpassing Presbytery’s appeal target 

“off its own bat”. Well done Carlops; thank you for your generosity. 
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Fresh Start during lockdown 

 

Fresh Start has interrupted its re-homing support during the coronavirus lockdown, but is 

supporting its clientele in other ways, especially by delivering food parcels to families in 

need. Recipients’ responses demonstrate that these efforts are much needed, and much 

appreciated. 

 

We hope to publish more information about how Carlops’ support for Fresh Start, foodbanks 

and other causes is working in a near future issue of the Newsletter. 

 

 

The Column 

 

Special treat this month – two columns – because both are worthy and both are short! Ed 

 

The laboratory 
 

Winter comes, and again I work in the laboratory, in fur-lined boots. 

Outside, snow on the ground, and frosty air. 

Within, ceaseless murmur of hushed voices. 

The pallid glow of the sun sets on long dark polished benches. 

Calm activity at every work-station, 

Each with its tiered shelves of reagents in many-coloured bottles. 

 

The day ends, 

The lights are switched off, 

The doors closed, 

And the empty laboratory left in its cold utility. 

 

Elizabeth Blythe now Dunbar 

Edinburgh, 1945 

 

An ancient Gaelic blessing 
“Done into English”! 

 

God to enfold you, 

God to surround you, 

God in your speaking, 

God in your thinking. 

 

God in your sleeping, 

God in your waking, 

God in your watching, 

God in your hoping. 

 

Submitted by Stewart McPherson 



 

 

Forthcoming events 

 

All events cancelled or postponed until further notice owing to coronavirus outbreak 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 22 JUne 2020 please 

 

 

End 
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